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Ethiopia 


London Peace Talks Set To Begin 20 May 


E.41305 140891 (Clandestine) Voice of the Ethiopian 
People for Peace, Democracy, and Freedom in Amharic 
0400 GMT 13 May 91 


[Excerpt! The Ethiopian People’s Revolutionary Demo- 
cratic Front [EPRDF], the Ertrean People’s Liberation 
Front [EPLF], and the Oromo Liberation Front [OLF], 
as well as the Dergue, will take part in a peace conference 
to be held in London. The conference is being heid 
following a U.S. initiative, and the United States will act 
as a observer. Those taking part will be the EPRDF, the 
EPLF and the OLF, as well as the Dergue. It will take 
place on 20 May 1991. The conference aims at finding a 
way to bring peace to Ethiopia. The idea for the confer- 
ence was put forward by the U.S. Government. They are 
also organizing the conference. [passage omitted] 


EPLF’s Afewerki on Opposition Cooperation 


£.41205210091 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad 
Masses of Eritrea in Amharic 1630 GMT 11 May 91 


(“Third and final part” of interview with Isayas Afew- 
erki, secretary general of the Eritrean People’s Liberation 
Front, EPLF, by unidentified reporter; place and date 
not given—recorded] 


{Text] [Reporter] We have said that we shall cooperate 
for the stability of Ethiopia. The question might be an 
emotional one seeing as we, the oppressed, are supposed 
to get sympathy; instead we are giving sympathy for the 
situation in Ethiopia. Here it seems we are being contra- 
dictory. This may also be an emotional question, but it 1s 
an issue that should be raised by people who have 
suffered a lot. In what context does the question of 
assisting the transitional government arise? Is it in the 
context of the people’s mandate that we preserve the 
self-determination of the Eritrean people, or what? 
When we interfere in the Ethiopian issue, then on what 
basis are we going to help one another? Will this not 
probably create for us a very serious set of problems 
concerning Ethiopia which will never be resolved? 


{ Afewerki in Tigrinya with superimposed Amharic trans- 
lation] If we are over-imaginative, then we are going to 
make mustakes. When we say that we are ready to 
cooperate and would like to contribute in a positive and 
constructive manner, we nonetheless recognize very well 
our limited abilities to do so. We should not start from 
the point of view that we have a huge ability or strong 
influence to limit the bloodshed and crisis that might 
arise in Ethiopia and that we can play a decisive role. 
Basically, that is not our objective. What I want to 
emphasize is the spirit of cooperation. 


Our willingness to have common interests, mutual 
peace, and mutual cooperation is itself longstanding, if 
we see it from the point of view of our cooperation with 
various forces which are democratic and with which we 
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were Cooperating in various sectors. With some of them 
we were Cooperating just on a political footing, while we 
had friendly relations with others and cooperated in a 
practical way with yet others. This cooperation was not 
aimed at betraying our own issues or interfering in the 
affairs of Ethiopia and working for others by sharing our 
strength. Basically, there are mutual interests between 
the Eritrean and Ethiopian people. Mutual enemies have 
caused the two peoples to suffer for many years. 


Inasmuch as this common enemy has been fighting us 
with its united government, army and, when possible, by 
accumulating all available manpower and national 
resources, we were forced to coordinate our struggle, 
create solidarity in our struggle, and harmonize our 
Struggle in all aspects. There is no reason why we should 
not promote this spirit and mode of action with the 
transitional forum to be created soon in any situation 
that might arise in the future. 


These forces cooperating with us will probably not be the 
only ones that will create stability and progress in 
Ethiopia and that would work for regional peace. It is a 
fact that these new forces will work with the existing 
forces. There is no reason why we cannot cooperate with 
the forces that are working for people's democracy, 
justice, and peace in line with our existing policy. Hence 
we will treat the transition period as a continuation of 
the current solidarity. 


It is not possible to assume that we will interfere in 
Situations that might arise later on, because the situation 
that will arise later on will be completely different. There 
will be economic, development, and trade agreements and 
cooperation between the Eritrean and Ethiopian peoples. 
There will be very many plans that will need time to be 
worked out, that will be based on mutual interest and will 
cover various areas of cooperation. There is no democratic 
or progressive force that thinks of making the two people's 
relations and cooperation work to the benefit of the two 
peoples alone, but rather for the benefit of achieving 
stability, peace, and progress for the whole region. As long 
as the goodwill is there, there is no reason why the practical 
aspect should not develop with time. 


What I would like to cite as an example—which I 
remember has been raised by some people and which has 
been an issue of contention for a long time and has 
surfaced again due to the current military situation—is 
the issue of the capture of Aseb and its negative aspects 
for cooperation). 


This is an issue that was raised before the referendum 
and the issue could be resolved. The Dergue and its allies 
used to cry after the capture of Mitsiwa: We are being 
choked. We know very well that there is a campaign 
against the EPLF to the effect that if Aseb is captured, 
there will be famine in Ethiopia; development will be 
curtailed; if import and export through Aseb is cut off, 
there will be no life; and to avert the consequences of the 
capture of Aseb, we have to fight and defeat the EPLF. 
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It 1s not to please these negative forces, but there is no 
reason why the Port of Aseb cannot continue to be an 
outlet for essential commodities for the Ethiopian people 
now and in future. This is the will of the EPLF and that 
of the Eritrean people. The situation that might arise 
after the issue has been finalized can be determined by 
the government then and the interests of the Eritrean 
people at that time. As long as the EPLF is mandated to 
represent the Eritrean cause, it has a very clear stance on 
whether to put Aseb under its control or not, just like its 
political stance. 


Probably, when the EPLF puts Aseb under its control 
and 1s asked what 1t 1s going to do with the Port of Aseb, 
the answer will be that Aseb shall remain an open outlet 
for the Ethiopian people. This will remain in effect 
during the transitional period and as long as the EPLF 
has a mandate. This will be a positive act. If there are 
forces that are scared of this type of cooperation and 
friendship, it 1s not necessary to mention their names 
now. There has been too much mentioning of names. 


Just like its political belief and theory, this stance con- 
firms the goodwill that the EPLF and the Eritrean people 
have toward Ethiopia. When seen practically, it 1s an 
agreement that averts unnecessary developments. It 1s 
not aimed at ignoring the Eritrean issue and indulging in 
issues in which we do not want to be involved. This must 
be understood clearly from this moment on. 


[Reporter] The issue that we have been discussing up to 
now seems to have emanated from the same idea. It 
seems it is based on the issue of what happens if the 
Dergue collapses or if the Ethiopian People’s Revolu- 
tionary Democratic Front [EPRDF] enters Addis Ababa, 
the current Eritrean issue notwithstanding. On the con- 
trary, what kind of political development will come 
about if the Dergue is still in power and the Dergue’s 
Second Revolutionary Army in Eritrea is defeated? 


[ Afewerki] If the Second Revolutionary army in Eritrea 
is defeated, does the Dergue itself stay in power? What ts 
the answer to this question? No, the Dergue cannot stay 
in power. But who knows if it will stay in power? This 
can only happen if all the opposition forces cannot defeat 
the Dergue force in and around Addis Ababa by the time 
the Second Revolutionary Army 1s defeated in Eritrea. 


What we should know without any doubt is what the 
EPLF will do if such a situation comes to pass. We will 
go and fight with the forces fighting around Addis Ababa 
until the Dergue government 1s defeated. Why? We do 
not have any other alternative. Until this system 1s 
destroyed, our friendship and joint plans and, moreover, 
the issues of peace and stability that we have been 
discussing will be meaningless if we just sit and watch as 
one part of the Dergue is destroyed and another still 
remains. This would be just a childish act. So if this type 
of situation is created, we will cooperate with the forces 
there trying to destroy the Dergue government, if they 
allow us to cooperate. 
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[Reporter] I think this 1s a 200d point to discuss military 
issues. In the past two months, there have been contin- 
uous military attacks carried out by the EPLF—1in par- 
ticular in the Denakil area. This situation has taken the 
EPLF from northern Denakil to Beylul in southern 
Denakil. Taking this into consideration, how does the 
EPLF assess the current military situation in Eritrea? 


{Afewerki] It would be difficult to claim that there have 
been considerable military changes. It is a long time 
since the Denakil campaign started. It can in fact be 
taken as a considerable military change. This cannot be 
taken in isolation, however, from the military campaigns 
being conducted in Ethiopia by the EPRDF and other 
forces. One supplements and supports the other. 


The major military operation was carried out by the 
EPRDF. We have carried out military activities in Denakil 
according to our capacity. There are military operations 
being carried out by the Oromo Liberation Front in its 
areas. There may have been minor military activities by 
some other opposition forces in various areas to bring 
about the downfall of the Dergue government. 


But when we take this Denakil military operation into 
consideration with the other major military operations, 
then this Denakil military operation has had a limited 
role. It may have a substantial effect, however, when 
seen together with other operations, to which it has been 
supplementary. We have managed to weaken the enemy 
force and, when possible, attack its weak areas. The 
ability to weaken its huge army in the military situation 
has been a great contribution. 


When the military operations carried out in general so 
far are assessed, they have the positive result of depleting 
the enemy's might and its capacity to contain the situa- 
tion, not to mention the propaganda advantage. Our 
attack strategy also improved after the Denakil military 
operation due to the government's evident weakness. 
Because this situation is bringing us to the final stages of 
our struggle, it might be difficult to talk about a possibly 
decisive situation. According to observers and political 
analysts, the Dergue ts a lost cause. 


[Reporter] The importance of the current situation is the 
withdrawal of the EPRDF from Ambo. The advance of 
the EPLF in Eritrea has also stopped at one point. Then 
minor attacks were made by the Dergue. This might be 
taken by some people as a halting of military operations. 
The Dergue is also repeatedly drumming up these senti- 
ments. What do we say about these developments? 


[Afewerki] After a journey of one full month and a rest 
for only one or two days, it seems to me wrong to make 
an assessment and say that matters have been finalized. 
The withdrawal from Ambo has been completed for 
tactical reasons and not because the EPRDF has been 
either weakened or defeated. To those who assess one 
way or another, I would like to tell them, without going 
into details, that only time will reveal this. 
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The military campaign carried out in Denakil was suc- 
cessful. The EPLF popular army reached where it could, 
and as | said earlier, it is not a shame to rest for one or 
two days after a journey of one full month. The major 
thing is: What significance do these developments have 
compared with previous ones? What will be the (°chal- 
lenge) of future developments? 


For many years, we have repeatedly heard a foolish tune 
from the Dergue and its collaborators: that they might 
get a breathing space and advance from where they are 
now. In the current reality, nobody should be confused. 


Those watching from outside—who wanted us to con- 
tinue from Tio to Aseb without halting and also wanted 
the EPRDF, for its part, to continue in the west from 
Ne’kemte via Ambo directly into Addis Ababa—might 
ask why the situation developed as it did. It is a fair 
question because the progress has not tallied with how 
they feel. It seems to me that there is no difference 
between asking this and saying that the Dergue and the 
opposition groups have reached a stalemate, that halting 
the fighting 1n this situation may (°help) those who want 
the Dergue to have a breathing space. 


If. however, we look at what has happened in the 
military operation and in line with military consider- 
ations, we can say that there has been a victory which has 
achieved its goal rapidly. It has laid a considerable 
foundation for future developments. 


I say to those who have made various statements and 
assumptions, especially those forces who say that we and 
the Dergue have reached a state of parity, as I have said 
many times before, that only time will tell, and I would 
say that we should be patient and that it 1s better to 
reserve judgement. 


[Reporter] As we discussed earlier, both political and 
military developments are approaching a final stage in 
the Eritrean issue and the Ethiopian question. In the 
meantime, what will not wait until then is the problem of 
millions of people who have been affected by drought. 
The World Food Program's [WFP] sending of relief 
supplies through Mitsiwa last year, some seven and eight 
months ago, gave hope. The result so far, however, has 
not been equal to expectations—so far. What are the 
general developments on the matter of relief and its 
progress? What will the future situation be? 


{[Afewerki] It 1s true that expectations were very high 
when the WFP began its program. The amount of relief 
supplies that were to arrive monthly according to an 
agreement at that time has not continued. It has fluctu- 
ated from time to time. It 1s not even possible to say that 
it has reached a low point. Moreover, since one ship was 
not enough to improve the service, the addition of 
another ship was one of the basic questions. The neces- 
sary off-loading of the cargo, as well as ways of giving 
effective service, were among the issues we have agreed 
upon with the WFP. 


EAST AFRICA 3 


In general. we agreed on repair facilities for the port, 
providing spare parts for damaged ships, and on pro- 
viding a wide range of services here. The plan has been 
hopeless so far. Apart trom other things, even the salaries 
of those who unload and load the cargo were not paid. 
No facilities were installed for repairing various sectors 
of the port, nor were spare parts available. Vehicles have 
not been brought in. If all the agreements are detailed 
one by one, it would be seen that not all have not been 
implemented. 


We are exerting all our energy and are working with 
patience to enable the port to provide a service. We have 
raised the issue and discussed it with WFP officials 
continuously, and we are still forwarding our appeals. 
The Eritrean Relief Association, for its own part has 
been continuing its efforts to get solutions to the prob- 
lems that concern it. 


The reason the WFP has not fulfilled its promises is the 
obstruction by the Dergue, because the Dergue assumes 
that if the Port of Mitsiwa 1s improved, the EPLF will be 
strong. and as the use of the port increases, only the 
EPLF will benefit from it. On the other hand, since it 
claims that nothing should be done in Mitsiwa without 
its permission, the agreement that the ship should go to 
Djibouti, be loaded there, and then come to Mitsiwa has 
basically given the Dergue the opportunity to create 
obstacles. Though I cannot give details of all the afore- 
mentioned points, major parts of the plans were not 
implemented. 


There are reasons being presented by the WFP and other 
charitable organizations to explain this issue. First, new 
problems have been created in the world, and some of 
the relief supplies were taken to unexpected places, like 
to the Kurds in northern Iraq, to Eastern Europe, and 
Africa, and this has created problems in supplying the 
relief that 1s needed in Eritrea. Reasons such as these 
have been presented by the organizations which had 
promised to give the materials and spare parts necessary 
for the Port of Mitsiwa to be (repaired) by the WFP, and 
so they did not fulfill their promises. 


It 1s difficult to generalize and speak about this because 
matters have not been finalized. Efforts are being made 
according to the agreement reached with the WFP to put 
into effect as much as possible of the services and to meet 
the demands of relief by solving other problems which 
have created obstacles for the operation. The EPLF 1s 
contributing, for its own part, according to its ability. It 
cannot be said, however, that this 1s satisfactory. Why are 
there not sufficient contributions? What I have mentioned 
above can be considered a sufficient reply for the time 
being and we can assess it in this respect. 


If the port continues its services in its current State, 
without any solutions, it will be unable to give service at 
all, and this might affect the relief operation in general. 
Efforts are being made to reach a rapid solution before 
this happens. An agreement was made in the last few 
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days between the Entrean Relief Association, the WFP, 
the EPLF, and representatives of the port. There is an 
agreement to find a solution through understanding. We 
shall speak about its fruitfulness after we see the result. It 
is difficult at this time to say, however, that the problem 
has been solved and that there will be a promising future. 


Somalia 


Police Commander on Mogadishu Security Situation 


EA1105205891 Mogadishu Radio Mogadishu in Somali: 
1820 GMT 11 May 91 


[Text] Brigadier General Ahmed Jama Moussa, com- 
mander of the Somali police force, has provided details 
of police work in connection with the maintenance of 
peace and security in Mogadishu. Speaking to the 
SOMALI NATIONAL NEWS AGENCY and Radio 
Mogadishu, the commander said that after the over- 
throw of dictator Siad Barre, the interim government 
had recalled all sections of the Somali police force in 
order to restore peace quickly. 


Brig. Gen. Ahmed Jama Moussa said that despite the 
deployment of the police force, some armed members of 
the freedom fighter groups and others surfaced and 
began engaging in banditry under the guise of rebels. He 
said that in light of the continuing campaign to eliminate 
the remnant soldiers of the former regime, the rebels 
should lay down their arms. He said that there are 
criminals who make a habit of robbing people of their 
property while claiming that they are members of rebel 
groups fighting for justice. In view of this situation, the 
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commander of the Somali police force said that armed 
rebels should be taken to special centers and forbidden to 
enter the capital with arms. He said that if this move 
succeeds, it will be possible to launch a direct war on the 
armed bandits who have subjected the city to the same 
problems that existed under the former regime. 


Answering a question about ways of curbing bandits that 
set roadblocks in some districts of the city during the 
night, he said the police plan to bring this to an end and 
stop the looting. Finally, he appealed to the interim 
government, armed organizations, and lovers of peace to 
give their full support to the police as they discharge 
their natiGnai responsibility of maintaining peace and 
the country’s laws. 


New Chiefs of USC Forces Announced 


FEA0105224591 Mogadishu Domestic Service in Somali 
1700 GMT 1 May 91 


[Text] A statement released from the office of the 
interim president of the Somali Republic says that, 
because of the importance, mobilization, and indispens- 
ability of the defense forces, the following temporary 
appointments have been made: 


General Mohamed Noor Hirsi Yaboh has been named 
commander of the United Somali Congress [USC] 
forces: 

Gen. Ahmed Mohamed Jays, deputy commander of the 
USC forces: 

Gen. Abdirahaman Mohamed has been named head of 
operations and training: 

Gen. Mohamed Salih Haji Hassan has been named 
deputy commander of support and mechanized units. 
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Tutu Comments on Winnie Mandela’s Conviction 


MB1405 164291 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1604 GMT 14 May 91 


[SAPA PR Wire Service; issued by the Church of the 
Province] 


[Text] Cape Town [no date as received]—Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu said today he was shocked by the jail 
sentence imposed on Mrs Winnie Mandela by the Rand 
supreme court. Interviewed by an international televi- 
sion agency in Cape Town, he said: 


“I am shocked at the severity of the sentence. When 
one... heard that she was considered to be an accessory 
after the fact in the matter of the assault, I actually 
thought that we were going to be talking in terms of 
merely a suspended sentence. Clearly the judge has 
reckoned that kidnapping 1s a very serious matter.” 


However, Archbishop Tutu urged people to wait until 
the outcome of an appeal before making final responses: 
“TI hope very much that people will be able to wait for the 
outcome of an appeal because it is possible that the 
appeal court might rule differently.” 


Asked whether the case was a blow for the anti-apartheid 
movement, he replied: 


“She was harassed over the number of years that her 
husband was in jail, she brought up two children on her 
own and has been a stalwart in the struggle. Now when 
this kind of thing happens to anyone like that it is 
obviously a very sad matter, it 1s one that 1s almost 
tragic. 


“But I would want to stress what she would stress: that 
the movement is larger than any single individual. The 
movement will continue and will honour her for the 
good things that she did and recognise that human beings 
are human beings... 


“She's had a tremendous record. They have tried to 
break her spirit and whilst I think all of us are sad that 
there has been this deviation, aberration, in her conduct, 
when you have all these kinds of pressures, who are we to 
say how we would have reacted?” 


Questioned on whether the sentence would fuel violence, 
the archbishop responded: 


“Not necessarily. It depends on what people do do. I 
think that we've got to point to people that as we prepare 
for the new South Africa, we want to be able to point out 
that we recognise the authority of law. Because if we were 
to say that we disregard the courts completely, it’s going 
to be difficult later on to say to people, change, have a 
different attitude to the courts...” 
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ANC To Leave Case to Courts 


MB1405172691 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1713 GMT 14 May 91 


[Text] London May 14 SAPA—In a three-paragraph 
statement faxed to the international media on Tuesday 
[14 May] night, the African National Congress [ANC] 
said it chose to leave the case of Winnie Mandela in the 
hands of the courts, and that it was confident the truth 
would come out in the end. 


“The ANC learnt with dismay of the guilty verdicts and 
lengthy sentences imposed on Comrade Winnie Mandela 
and her co-defendants today. 


“As leave to appeal both the verdicts and the sentences 
has been granted, the matter 1s sub-judice. 


“The last word on this entire affair has not yet been 
spoken. We elect to leave the matter in the hands of the 
courts, fully confident that in the end the truth will 
emerge,” the ANC said. 


Mandela Discusses Issue of Minority Rights 


MB1105080291 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
0600 GMT 11 May 91 


[Text] The ANC [African National Congress] has spelled 
out its policy for the protection of minority rights. 
Speaking at Salt Rock, near Durban, last night, ANC 
Deputy President Nelson Mandela said the most effec- 
tive way of protecting minority rights in a new constitu- 
tion is to protect the individual's political, economic, 
cultural, and social rights. 


Mandela says the key to the protection of any minority is 
to put core civil and political rights, as well as some 
cultural and economic rights, beyond the reach of the 
(temporary) majority and to guarantee them as a core of 
fundamental individual rights. 


Mandela says the ANC totally rejects the government's 
proposal that constitutionalism should be group- 
dominated. 


Emphasizes Cultural, Political Pluralism 


MB1105195991 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network 
in English 1800 GMT 11 May 91 


[Text] ANC [African National Congress] Deputy President 
Mr. Nelson Mandela says a democratic political order 
cannot be based only on the accepted principle of one 
person, one vote. Mr. Mandcla was addressing a confer- 
ence on the ANC’s proposed bill of rights for a new South 
Africa at Salt Rock on the Natal north coast last night. 


[Begin video recording] [Reporter Ida Jooste] Addressing a 
delegation of ANC members and international constitu- 
tional experts on what he called the first bill of rights 
produced by any liberation movement, Mr. Mandela said 
the draft bill provided the ANC with a vision for the 


society in which it operates. Mr. Mandela said the ANC 
emphasized respect for cultural and political pluralism. 


{Mandela} Apart from political mghts, the challenge to 
the new human mnghts order in South Africa is respect for 
the cultural distinctiveness of our people, and for cul- 
tural and political pluralism that adds to the mchness of 
the experience of being human. Language, culture, and 
religion are important indicators of identity. 


[Jooste] Mr. Mandela said, however, that one cannot build 
a post-apartheid society on the basis of apartheid models. 
He said the ANC stressed that the most effective way of 
protecting minony nghts was to protect individual rights. 


[Mandela] We re,-ct totally the assumption that the 
group is the basis of all social organization, and espe- 
cially power relations in society. [end recording] 


De Klerk, Buthelezi Discuss Violence, Weapons 
MB150505 3491 Johannesburg South African 


Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
0500 GMT 15 May 91 


[Text] The state president, Mr. F.W. de Klerk, and the 
leader of the Inkatha Freedom Party, Dr. Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi, have had talks on violence in South Africa 
during a meeting in Cape Town. 


In a joint statement issued after the talks, President de 
Klerk and Dr. Buthelezi said that they had discussed the 
need to fight violence, and to control the use of firearms 
and other dangerous wepons. They said the talks had 
been frank, and constructive. 


The statement added that they would hold more talks. 
Their meeting follows an appeal by President de Klerk in 
the House of Assembly for all parties to attend the 
conference on violence in Pretoria next week. 


Viok: Police Shot Farmers With ‘Good Reason’ 


MB1405175691 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1726 GMT 14 May 91 


[Text] House of Assembly May 14 SAPA—The police 
had shot farmers at Goedgenvonden on Saturday [11 
May] with good reason, the minister of law and order, 
Mr Adriaan Viok, said on Tuesday. Speaking in a snap 
debate called by the CP [Conservative Party] on the 
clash between farmers and security forces, he said the 
police had not shot without reason. “On that occasion 
the police protected lives and property of people and we 
don't apologise for that.” 


The police would maintain law and order in South Africa 
[SA] and all MPs should help them in this very difficult 
task. “Let's stop thinking with our emotions,” he said. 
The clashes at Goedgevonden were totally inappropriate, 
unsuitable and futile. No-one’s cause had benefited from 
the conduct of either the squatters or the farmers. 


“It made absolutely no contribution to resolving any of 
the exisiting problems surrounding the situation. On the 
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contrary, it only made them worse. In future 1 will not 
be easier to resolve them satisfactorily.” 


It was a scandal that SA had reached the point at which 
farmers and police had lined up opposite each other as if 
they were in a Wild West movie. 


“The people who were reponsible for this incident—no 
matter how justified they think their case is—under no 
circumstances does it justify breaking the law, violence 
and illegal action.” Mr Viok said farmers complained 
they were being robbed by the squatters. 


The true situation was that since the arrival of the 
squatters in April only five charges had been laid by 
neighbouring farmers with the police. Four were alleged 
theft charges and one was of malicious damage to 
property. One of the charges was for the theft of 38 
sheep. The case had been investigated and all 38 recov- 
ered—all in a mealie [corn] field on the land of the 
farmer who missed them. 


In another case two cattle had been reported stolen. One 
of them had been recovered from the place it had strayed 
to, and the other had not been found. 


The malicious damage to property complaint stemmed 
from an incident last week in which water pipes had 
fallen back into a borehole from which they had been 
lifted for repairs. The matter was still being investigated. 


Since his visit there on Saturday, when he invited the 
farmers to lay further complaints, there had been no more. 


Police Warned of Reprisals 


MB1405110991 Johannesbure BUSINESS DAY 
in English 13 May 91 pl 


{Report by Jonathon Rees: “Police Warned of ‘Reprisals’ 
by Right Wing”) 


[Excerpts] Saturday's [1! May] attack on a western 
Transvaal squatter camp by conservative farmers 
received unanimous support from right-wing groups 
yesterday [12 May], with one warning police who opened 
fire on “Boere™ to expect reprisals. [passage omitted] 


Boereparty (BP) [Boere Homeland Party] leader Robert 
van Tonder said police should not believe they were 
immune from reprisals. 


Police could not always hide behind the excuse they were 
doing their duty. The BP sought the identities of officers 
commanding police who opened fire, and planned 
“warning action” against them. 


“If they persist in firing on Boere who defend their 
country, the police will eventually be fired on.” 


He said seven people had been wounded by birdshot 
fired by police, two seriously. One man had a stomach 
wound. 
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Van Tonder said “the civil war” would start once police 
beran shooting white people. 


SADF Said Recruiting, Training “Third Force’ 
MB1005211491 Johannesburg THE WEEKLY MAIL 
in English 10-16 May 91 pp 4. § 


{Report by Wally Mbhlele, Eddie Koch: “On the Trial of 
the ‘Third Force} 


[Text] A series of incidents reported to THE WEEKLY 
MAIL this week indicate that members of the military 
are involved in training professional hit-teams whose job 
it is to stoke up sectarian conflict in Reef townships. 


Professional killers who travel in unmarked vehicles at 
night have killed at least 17 people on the Reef over the 
past two weeks. The mafia-style attacks confirm reports 
that a mysterious “third force” is at work in many of the 
trouble spots. 


The South African Defence Force [SADF] has vehe- 
mently denied the allegations. But THE WEEKLY 
MAIL this week gathered the following information 
which points to military involvement in the training of 
paramilitary units to fight against the African National 
Congress [ANC] and its supporters. 


—Klerksdorp municipal workers allege that SADF 
officers recruit labourers from the local council, give 
them a six-week crash course in the use of handguns 
on a nearby farm, issue them with weapons, send them 
back to work and instruct them to be on standby in 
case of trouble from the ANC. 


—A source who worked for military intelligence told THE 
WEEKLY MAIL he knows of a military base near 
Barberton where members of Inkatha are trained by 
soldy:rs from the Cape Corps in counter-insurgency 
work. 


—Self-confessed assassin Sipho Madlala, who claims to 
have gunned down Chief Mhiabunzima Maphumulo 
in Natal last month, says he was recruited and paid by 
officers of military intelligence and the former security 
police to do the hit. 


—This week, Inkatha Central Committee member Muntu 
Myeni told reporters his movement was prepared to 
send 100,000 paramilitary fighters into Soweto. He also 
claimed that there were already a large number of 
trained fighters in the strife-torn township. 


Inkatha chief Mangosuthu Buthelezi subsequently down- 
played the outburst and said he was not aware of such a 
plan. 


SADF public relations headquarters was closed yes- 
terday due to the public holiday. Their response to the 
allegations will be published next week. 


The SAP [South African Police] is conducting an inves- 
tigation into Madlala’s claims about security force 
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involvement in the murder of Maphumulo, an ANC 
supporter and staunch opponent of Inkatha. 


The SADF has acknowledged that Madiala worked for 
them as informer but denied that he was an agent or that 
it was involved in Maphumulo’s death. 


Municipal workers from the power station at Klerksdorp 
allege there 1s a systematic Campaign to recruit workers 
from various departments in the municipality and to 
train them in the use of weapons. 


A power station worker told THE WEEKLY MAIL that 
a white foreman had urged the workers to join up for 
training so that they could do anti-crime work during 
their spare time in the townships. 


But another resident alleged that her brother, who had 
spent six weeks on a nearby farm being trained by SADF 
members in uniform, was told during training he should 
use the weapons to defend the township in case of an 
ANC attack. 


Details from the various informants were cross-checked 
and corroborate each other. There is no indication, 
however, that any of those alleged to have received 
training were involved in fighting on the Reef or Klerks- 
dorp’s black township. 


Representatives of the Klerksdorp Town Council, which 
is dominated by the National Party [NP]. were not 
available for comment on the public holiday yesterday. 


4 former officer who served in military intelligence a 
year ago told THE WEEKLY MAIL that he had first- 
hand knowledge of a military base near Barberton where 
Inkatha members received training from SADF officers. 


“There were a number of troops from the Cape Coloured 
Corps at the base and they reported to me that members of 
Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance] were also 
being trained with the Inkatha members,” the source said. 


Barberton is about 100km from the electrified fence 
which separates South Africa from Mozambique's war- 
ravaged Maputo province. 


Maphumulo’s assassin says he worked for the SADF for 
10 years and was known as military intelligence agent 
number 810. He claims that the assassination was 
planned two weeks in advance by his superiors in the 
military and prominent Pietermaritzburg policeman. 


Madlala says he booked into a hotel in Pietermaritzburg 
as a guard working for a Durban security firm called 
Coast-Watch to prepare for the hit on Maphumulo. 


He added that the hit-team he worked with was issued 
with weapons confiscated by [as published] unlicensed 
owners so that they could not be traced. They were 
allegedly paid R5,000 each after completing the mission. 


An SADF public relations officer last week said Madilala 
had acted as an informer for the force but would not 
confirm that he had worked as an agent for 10 years. 
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“Mr. Madlala had informed the SADF on several occa- 
sions concerning stolen weapons—but he was not paid 
for this information and therefore was not employed by 
the SADF.” 


Late last year THE WEEKLY MAIL conducted an 
investigation based on former members of the military 
which revealed that the SADF ran a sophisticated 
counter-insurgency course for an elite team of fighters 
from Inkatha at a base in the Caprivi Stnp before 
Namubia became independent. 


Two men who were recruited and sent for training at the 
camp told THE WEEKLY MAIL that the highly trained 
fighters received refresher courses at SADF farms in the 
northern Transvaal and were then posted to other bases 
around the country. 


The latest attack that indicates involvement by “third- 
force” killers on the Reef took place near Azaadville on 
the West Rand on Wednesday afternoon. A group of 
unknown gunmen ambushed a minibus, killing two 
women and injuring five men. 


This was the third known fatal ambush this week. 


Six people were killed in a bus ambush on Monday 
afternoon in Tembisa, near Kempton Park. Earlier this 
week, three people were killed in an ambush in Pieter- 
maritzburg. 


Another six people were killed when a taxi was 
ambushed in Katlehong on the night of May Day last 
week. 


Call for Weapons Ban Termed ‘Publicity’ Stunt 


B1505042291 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2059 GMT 14 May 91 


[Text] Johannesburg May 14 SAPA — The African 
National Congress’ [ANC] call to ban traditional weapons 
was “a cheap publicity-seeking excercise... to divert atten- 
tion away from the real issues underlying the violence”. 
Inkatha Freedom Party Central Committee member Mr 
Senzo Mfayela said in a statement on Tuesday 


“Nowhere have we seen them call for a ban on AK-47s 
and the other sophisticated weaponry they have in their 
possession,” he said. 


Mr Mfayela accused the ANC of “missing the point that 
weapons such as pangas, bushknives and other knives 
and domestic axes are traditional weapons, yet these are 
the weapons that are mostly shown in photographs when 
the call to ban traditional weapons 1s made”. 


Dr Gavin Woods of the Inkatha Institue said in the 
statement their research had shown very few people were 
killed by traditional weapons. 


“Looking at one month of reported incidents of violence 
this year, some 75 percent were killed by bullets, while 
20 percent were killed through hacking. 
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“Those weapons used for hacking a person to death are 
also not traditional weapons. The remaining 5 percent of 
deaths were caused by a number of weapons and 
methods. including necklacing.™ he said. 


ANCYL: ANC Must Negotiate, Seize Power 


WB 1505042691 Johanneshure SAPA in Enelish 
2136 GMT 14 May 91 


[Text] Johannesburg May 14 SAPA—Talks between the 
government and the African National Congress [ANC], 
as well as the countrywide violence will come under the 
focus over the weekend at the first congress of the PWV 
[Pretoria-Witwatersrand-Verceniging}] region of the 
ANC Youth League [ANCYL] in 33 years. 


In a statement on Tuesday the ANCYL said the ANC 
must pursue both negotiations and the seizure of state 
power as its strategies. 


The organisation said the period of political transition 
was thorny. dogged by internicine violence and a 
changing international balance of power, demanding 
that liberation movements democratise themselves. 


Congress, which starts on Friday [17 May] and ends on 
Sunday. 1s expected to announce campaigns on AIDS, 
health problems and the escalating crime rate in town- 
ships and cities 


ANC’s Mbeki on ‘Redistribution of Wealth’ 


MBISOS06S5891 Johanneshure SAPA in Enelish 
0637 GMT 15 May 91 


[Text] Cape Town May 15 SAPA—Redistribution of 
wealth would not have a direct impact on white South 
Africa—and would create a cycle of wealth, according to 
ANC [African National Congress] foreign affairs 
spokesman Mr Thabo Mbeki. 


Mr Mbeki and ANC Secretariat member Mr Aziz Pahad 
spoke on the topic “South Africa in Crisis” at a Western 
Cape Traders’ Association meeting attended by about 
150 businessmen in the Bo-Kaap on Tuesday 


Redistribution would mean creating a cycle of wealth by 
building houses, creating jobs and creating the ability to 
purchase necessities, said Mr Mbeki 


Mr Mbeki said no one would invest in SA [South Africa] 
in the current climate of political instability even if the 
ANC called for the lifting of sanctions. 


Not even South African businessmen were investing in 
the country because of uncertainty about the future and 
a fear that the “ANC may be Red.’ Mr Mbeki said 


Sanctions should be lifted only when an “actual solu- 
tion” and real changes had been achieved. 


Mr Pahad said feeling among ANC executive members 
was not to attend State President Mr F.W. de Klerk’s 
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peace conference. A neutral party or a group of bodies 
should form a neutral steering body. he said. 


Thatcher Agenda During Week-Long Visit Noted 
B1505073491 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0703 GMT 15 May 91 


[By Pierre Claassen] 


[Text] Cape Town May 15 SAPA—Former British prime 
minister and Conservative Party leader, Mrs Margaret 
Thatcher, arrives in Cape Town at lunchtime on 
Wednesday for the start of a week-long private visit. 


She will be welcomed by a senior governinent official 
and then escorted to the Groote Schuur estate for a rest 
before being feted at a state banquet by the state presi- 
dent, Mr. F.W. de Klerk. 


A British Embassy spokesman said ai 4 media brie/ing 
that Mrs Thatcher was not planning to hold env nvess 
conferences during her visit. 


nd e!.. borate 


er 


Secunty during the visit was a prime conc 
arrangements were being made to ensure . 


“There is a general threat against Mrs Thatcher wherever 
she goes,” said Mr John Sawers, the embassy press attache 


Mrs Thatcher was no longer a membe. of the British 
Government and was coming to South Africa as a guest 
of President de Klerk. 


Her visits could be categorised as “public” official 
engagements, non-public official engagements and pri- 
vate engagements,” he said. 


Mrs Thatcher and her husband, Sir Dennis Thatcher. 
arrive at D.F. Malan Airport in a private jet after taking 
a commercial flight to Jan Smuts [ Airport] from London. 


They will be housed at the government's newly-instated 
guest house, Westbrooke, which 1s a short stroll away from 
the Groote Schuur presidential residence of Mr de Klerk 


According to her programme, Mrs Thatcher will be 
receiving a number of private and official guests on the 
estate before a final business sector engagement on 
Friday morning [17 May] out of town. 


She leaves Cape Town on Friday for the Reef where 
Saturday and Sunday have been classified as “private”™. 


On Monday she resumes some of her official engage- 
ments in the Transvaal before departing—at this stage 
expected to be on Tuesday [21 May] or Wednesday 


ANCWL: Visit Should Be ‘Uncomfortable’ 


UB1S05043891] Johannesburg SAPA in Enelish 
2314 GMT 14 May 91 


[Text] Johannesburg May 14 SAPA—The African 
National Congress Women’s League [ANCWL] has 
vowed to make former British Prime Minister Margaret 
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Thatcher's visit to South Afnca “as uncomfortable as 
possible”, they said in a statement on Tuesday night. 


“Our people, especially in rural areas and violence-tormn 
displaced communities are in dire need of houses, food, 
clothing, schools, sanitation... instead of the problems of 
the people being addressed, resources are irresponsibly 
diverted to entertain the likes of Margaret Thatcher. This 
gives her totally unueserved hospitality and respectabil- 
ity. 


Thatcher: Visit ‘Long Overdue’ 
MBI505112491 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1057 GMT 15 May 91 


[Text] Cape Town May 15 SAPA—Mrs Margaret 
Thatcher, former British prime minister, landed at D.F. 
Malan Airport in Cape Town on Wednesday saying, “It's 
wonderful. This visit 1s long overdue.” 


She told a large contingent of media representatives that 
she was not prepared tc answer any more questions as 
she did not give press conferences just after getting off a 
14-hour flight. 


Mrs Thatcher was met on ihe tarmac by the mrnister of 
foreign affairs, Mr Pik Botha, and senior officials as she 
and her husband, Dennis, stepped down from a privately 
chartered Falcon 900 execut '¢ jet. 


Earlier reports that she had town commercially to Jan 
Smuts [Airport] and swet.5: 1 to a private jet were 
corrected and appeared to, iv been pari of an elaborate 
security cover-up which — expected to continue 
throughout her week-long visit in South Africa. 


Mrs Thatcher and her husband were taken into a VIP 
reception room at the international departure hall for a 
few minutes before she and Mr Botha stepped out for the 
cameras and a bricf exchange with reporters 


To her first question as to how she felt to be in South 
Africa she responded: “Wonderful.” Asked whether she 
knew that the ANC [Afnmcan National Congress] was 
against her visit, Mrs Thatcher responded obliquely by 
saying her visit was long overdue. She then declined to 
answer further questions. 


Mrs Thatcher last visited SA in 1972 as secretary of state 
for education and science when she attended the opening 
of the Sutheriand Observatory 


Norwegian Envoy: Oslo Ready To Review Relations 
MBI 305208491 Johannesbury South African 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 

1845 GMT 13 May 91 


[Text] Norway 1s ready to review its relations with South 
Africa in the light of changing circumstances here. The 
Norwegian deputy minister of foreign affairs, Mrs. Helga 
Hernes, says all the positive steps being taken by the South 
African Government are being considered by her govern- 
ment 
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Addressing a media group at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs in Cape Town, Mrs. Hernes said that her visit to 
South Africa had been very fruitful, particularly since it 
had been the first by a member of the royal Norwegian 
Government in many years. 


Japan: Time ‘Not Yet Right’ To Lift Sanctions 


MB1405 154491 Umtata Capital Radio in English 
1100 GMT 14 May 91 


[Text] Japan says the time is not yet might for the lifting 
of sanctions against South Africa. This is despite pres- 
sure on the Japanese Government from the business 
community to do so. Foreign Ministry Spokesman Taizo 
Watanabe says although State President F.W. de Klerk 
has rapidly introduced reforms to abolish apartheid, 
they have not gone far enough. He says there are still 
political prisoners in jail and laws enforced that uphold 
the apartheid system. 


Watanabe says the Japanese Government will continue to 
monitor domestic progress in South Africa, as well as 
international cooperation. At this stage, he says, nothing 
has been decided about a possible visit to Japan by De 
Klerk. 


Poland Reestablishes Diplomatic Relations 


MB1405154091 Johannesburg South African 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1100 GMT 14 May 91 


[Text] Diplomatic ties between Poland and South Africa 
have been reestablished after years of separation with the 
appointment of a new high-level representative in this 
country. Mr. (Stanislaw Shinu), who presented his letter 
of appointment to the minister of foreign affairs, Mr. Pik 
Botha, in Cape Town this morning, said that he was 
proud of his role in constructing a new relationship with 
South Africa. 


Mr. (Shinu) said that like Poland, facing the challenge of 
political and economic reconstruction, South Africa was 
engaged in a fundamental transformation. He said that 
the prayers of the Polish people were with this country, 
just as the young pilots of the South African Air Force 
had been with his country’s resistance fighters during the 
Warsaw uprising against the occupying forces of Nazi 
Germany in 1944. 


14 May Press Review on Current Issues, Problems 
MB1405 142891 


{Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


‘Too Many Leaders Are Playing Political Games’— 
“Almost as sickening as the continuing slaughter of 
innocent victims is the apparent inability of leaders to 
accept any real responsibility for bringing it to a halt. 
Crocodile tears there are aplenty—but positive action, 
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direct personal intervention? There is hardly any of 
that,” observes Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 
14 May ina page 14 editorial. “Chief Buthelezi sits in his 
Ulundi fastness and asks for forgiveness—as he did at a 
prayer meeting on Sunday [12 May] for anything in his 
leadership that has failed his people.” Nelson Mandela, 
“having failed once to persuade people to throw their 
weapons into the sea, now seems determined to avoid 
direct involvement (and therefore possible humiliation). 
President de Klerk has failed to devise and implement an 
effective and urgent plan to restore order. The Right 
condones violence with a wink and a nod. Too many 
leaders are playing political games.” 


THE CITIZEN 


All Talk, No Action on Violence—“The trouble with 
peace in this country is that everyone wants it, everyone 
talks about it, but there is a great difference between 
words and deeds,” begins the page 6 editorial in Johan- 
nesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 9 May. Therefore, 
“when the ANC [African National Congress], the SA 
[South African] Communist Party [SACP] and Cosatu 
[Congress of South African Trade Unions] say they 
pledge themselves to work for peace and political toler- 
ance, we welcome their statements cautiously.” But, “the 
peace accord between the ANC deputy president, Nelson 
Mandela, and Inkatha Freedom Party president, Chief 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi, was not worth the paper it was 
written on, judging by the terrible fighting that has taken 
place since the accord was signed. Since May 1, 133 
people have died in township violence.... Yes, we are for 
all the values set out by the ANC, the SACP and Cosatu. 
But words mean nothing. Only deeds count. And that 
means all sides must lay down their arms. That goes for 
Inkatha with its ‘traditional weapons’. That goes for 
ANC supporters with their AK-47s.... Yes, we agree with 
the ANC, SACP and Cosatu that we must all work for a 
resolution of problems by peaceful means. But all must 
actively accept that principle and reject the use of 
violence, whoever is responsible, whatever the reason or 
cause. We agree also that there must be free political 
expression and tolerance.... But we need to practise 
peace, we need to practice tolerance, we need to allow 
free expression of views. In fact, we need to follow the 
tenets of democracy—a word that is bandied about freely 
and often meaninglessly. Yes, the ANC/SACP/Cosatu 
pledge sounds wonderful—if only it is carried out.” 


Violence Ruining Nation, Economy—Commenting on 
the effect of continuing violence on the nation’s 
economy, THE CITIZEN on 10 May says in its page 6 
editorial: “It is a sad fact that the unrest in the country, 
the endemic violence, is having a serious effect on 
business confidence at a time when there is a recession 
and more and more people are losing their jobs. It has an 
effect, too, on the confidence of investors overseas, who 
even when sanctions are lifted, will hesitate to invest in 
a country which is noted for its violence, as well as 
political uncertainty and labour instability (strikes, stay- 
aways and absenteeism during protests and demonstra- 
tions). Tourists are frightened off by the violence, too.” 
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Without foreign investment, the advances made over the 
past year and a half will have no effect if the country “‘is 
unable to provide a decent living for its people, if it 
cannot create new jobs, if it cannot find sufficient funds 
to provide housing that is desperately needed.... Let 
there be no mistake about this: We will not be able to 
provide the economic uplift the new South Africa needs 
unless we get Overseas capital, vast investments and 
loans.” “Qur whole future is at stake as well. For 
business confidence cannot be restored when there is 
killing on a scale that borders on anarchy. For overseas 
investors will not put their money in a country in 
upheaval. And a poor economy will only add to the 
socio-economic problems which help to breed criminals 
among the young and unemployed. Let’s have an end to 
the violence, because it is ruining South Africa.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Land Claims Court Necessary—Johannesburg BUSI- 
NESS DAY in English on 14 May in a page 6 editorial 
states “Land is an emotive issue; it has been the cause of 
wars, killings and feuds down the centuries. Unless we 
heed those emotions, they could tear the new South 
Africa apart. Last weekend's battles at Goedgevonden 
are only a foretaste of what is to come as the Land Acts 
go.’ “Without reparation or restitution, there will be no 
peace. The question is not whether it must be done, but 
how. If we are to avoid forcible repossession, land claims 
courts or a government land commission offer venues to 
justice and to atonement.” Also, “the taxpayers who 
paid for apartheid will have to pay to unravel it.” 
Farmers have moved before: “Compensated for the loss 
of their land, buildings and improvements, [they] moved 
on. It can be done again, if the price is right.” 


Federation of Civic Associations No Alternative to ANC— 
A second editorial on the same page warns “It would be 
quite naive to bank, as many politicians now appear to be 
doing, on a national federation of township civic associa- 
tions becoming a national political alternative to the 
ANC.” This ts naive because the “participants’ basic 
policy and strategic agenda is generally in line with that of 
the ANC, and they believe their national political interests 
could best be served by the ANC.” “Let no one be deceived 
into thinking that the civic associations represent a com- 
fortable, ‘moderate’ alternative.” 


SOWETAN 


‘Relentless’ Investigation of Kagiso Killings Needed— 
“The police took great trouble yesterday to explain that 
they were not involved in the Kagiso squatter camp 
atrocity and to tell journalists about all they are doing to 
investigate the horrible affair. Allegations that they were 
involved have clearly hurt the police,” writes Johannes- 
burg SOWETAN in English on 14 May in a page 6 
editorial. “What the police have here, following the bloody 
business in Kagiso, is a golden opportunity to show every- 
body that they are every bit as impartial as they say. That 
means the investigation into Kagiso has to be massive and 
it has to be relentless. If, at the end, 800 men have to be 
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arrested and charged, then let it be so.” “A murder trial 
involving hundreds of accused would be the first real 
demonstration that this sort of wild savagery must now 
stop.” 


15 May Press Review 
MBI1S50510509]1 


{Editorial Report] 
THE CITIZEN 


Police, Government Warned on Rift With Farmers— 
Reviewing the clash between the farmers and the police at 
Goedgevonden following the farmers’ attack on a squatter 
camp, Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 13 May 
in its page six editorial characterizes the clash, in which the 
police fired on the farmers, as “unfortunate’’. While the 
farmers “had no right to attack the squatters” and the 
attack “was all the more unforgivable since the squatting at 
Goedgevorden is to be decided in court on May 28,” the 
police should not have opened fire on the farmers because 
their lives were not threatened. Noting the growing alien- 
ation between the farmers and the National Party govern- 
ment, the editorial states that the government should view 
this gowing rift with “some alarm”. “The farmers are 
worried about the squatting problem that has developed in 
recent months all across the country, are anxious about 
claims for the restoration of [land] which blacks lost by 
conquest, by eviction or by resettlement, and view the 
repeal of the Land Acts with grave concern. The danger of 
feelings running out of control is a very real one.... the 
great danger 1s that the Right will take up arms to halt the 
government's reforms.” The “lessons” of Goedgevonden 
are: “First, the police should only open fire as a last resort 
if their lives are in danger. The second is that neither 
farmers nor anyone else should resort to force to deal with 
problems or grievances. The third 1s that the CP [Conser- 
vative Party], while it professes to be acting within the 
normal parameters of parliamentary democracy, should 
not condone violence such as the farmers displayed. 
Finally, the government should view with some alarm the 
growing rift with farmers. The government must accept 
that it cannot win back support of farmers by Land Bank 
loan subsidies but must take their grievances and insecu- 
rities into account if there is not going to be a final break 
between them.” 


THE STAR 


Winnie Mandela Conviction ‘No Cause for Jubilation’-— 
“Because of her high profile and controversial record 
Winnie Mandela has many enemies, including a good 
many in the ANC [African National Congress],”’ begins the 
page 12 editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
on 15 May. “But the sentence passed on her should be no 
cause for jubilation. Rather, it 1s a cause for sadness: firstly 
over a gifted woman who allowed power to go to her head; 
secondly on account of her devoted husband; and thirdly 
because of the effects it might have on the country’s shaky 
progress towards a better future. The sentence 1s heavy, but 
does not seem excessive in view of the gravity of the 
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charges and bearing in mind that kidnapping can be a 
capital offence in South Africa....’’ “*Mr Mandela now faces 
as challenging a test as any he has endured. For him the 
dilemma between his personal loyalty and his larger polit- 
ical responsibilities must be almost intolerable. But 
already he his shown mature judgment in calling for the 
last word on the matter be left to the courts.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Mandela Conviction ‘Just Another Case of Criminal Jus- 
tice’-—“The conviction and sentence of Winnie Mandela 
on charges of kidnapping and being an accessory to assault 
should, ideally, be viewed purely as just another case of 
criminal justice with no hint of political flavour,” says the 
page eight editorial in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English on 15 May. “Unfortunately, as she is a prominent 
politician in her own right and the wife of a leader of a 
party likely to play a prominent role in a future govern- 
ment, the outcome of her trial could well arouse political 
passions. Those passions will bear on the political process, 
both for the ANC internally and for the country at large. 
Mrs Mandela is a mercurial character and this has helped 
her become a focus of attention of supporters and oppo- 
nents within the ANC. How her conviction is used by those 
groupings is their own affair so long as it does not intrude 
into the national political process. If, as seems likely, the 
verdict and sentence cause the ANC political discomfort, it 
would be best for outsiders to avoid gloating. To do so 
would not advance the cause of peace in South Africa. 
However, just as the ANC’s opponents would be wise to 
refrain from making political capital from the trial’s out- 
come, so too should the ANC itself view the outcome 
soberly. There is little that can be done about unofficial, 
more or less spontaneous demonstrations of support for 
Mrs Mandela outside the Supreme Court and the accom- 
panying claims that the trial was part of a political battle 
designed to discredit her.... There is no evidence that the 
trial was politically motivated. Had it been so, the govern- 
ment would have long since dropped what has turned into 
a political hot potato.... The ANC deputy president 
appealed to all to leave the matter to the courts. That is an 
admirable demonstration of respect for the due process of 
law by a man under intense personal pressure.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Government ‘Reluctance’ on Spear Ban ‘Baffling’— 
“Given the appalling death toll inflicted by such weapons 
in the townships of the Reef and elsewhere, the govern- 
ment’s reluctance to ban the carrying of spears of Inkatha- 
supporting tribesmen or anyone else for that matter is 
baffling,” begins the page six editorial in Cape Town 
CAPE TIMES in English on 10 May. “At a time when 
innocent people are being butchered in township streets by 
spear-wielding bravos we would have thought that the 
government's first and most pressing responsibility would 
be to ensure the safety of its citizens.... President de Klerk 
should lose no time in ordering a ban on spear-carrying in 
public. What kind of a foundation 1s this on which to build 
a tolerant democratic society, free of political terror and 
intimidation? The ANC and Inkatha must accept their full 
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share of the blame for the bloodshed, certainly. But the 
state has failed so far in discharging its responsibility. Last 
night’s statement is a sad disappointment. Let us hope that 
there is better news on the way.” 


SOWETAN 


Winnie's Conviction Should Not Be Basis for Politics— 
“The first part of the Winnie Mandela court saga is 
over,” begins the page six editorial in Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 15 May. Mrs Mandela's con- 
viction is and will be hard on Mr Mandela. “It would be 
even more disasterous if the political forces with which 
Mr Mandela is involved tried now to make political 
advantage out of his personal tragedy. It is, we suppose, 
inevitable that there is going to be an uproar. 
SOWETAN believes the new South Africa would best be 
served if the mass of people now kept a couple of ideas in 
mind. The first is that the idea of the fair administration 
of justice is too precious to be trampled by day-to-day 
politics. And the second point is that even so public a 
figure as Nelson Mandela should be given the chance to 
deal with his private problems in private. To turn them 
into public and political battering rams would seriously 
upset the important work which still has to be done.” 


CITY PRESS 


ANC, Government Warned on Spears, Ultimatums— 
“Once more in less than two weeks the country has been 
saved from the brink of a serious political crisis by timely 
action from the ANC. The decision by the ANC to give 
the government another week to consider implementing 
the full demands of the May 9 ultimatum is most 
welcome. This shows political savvy greatly in demand 
in these trying times. Having said that, the government 
also needs to be reminded that it takes two to tango,” 
begins the page ten editorial in Johannesburg CITY 
PRESS in English on 12 May. The ANC has shown 
considerable “flexibility” “while the government seems 
to be dragging its feet.” The ANC, the editorial points 
out, has “an angry and volatile constituency” which 
needs to be shown “tangible results” from the ANC- 
government talks. The negotations are too important to 
be “derailed by trivialities”. The government is called 
upon to take “drastic measures” to curb the carrying of 
spears. ‘To those who champion the carrying of spears 
we Say: this is not a question of infringing on anyone's 
traditional or cultural rights; it is simply that man’s life 
is inviolate. Pure and simple.” The editorial goes on to 
warn the ANC that “deadlines and ultimatums can be 
self-defeating”. The ANC could paint itself into a corner 
by “issuing deadlines and ultimatums which its negoti- 
ating partner may not meet in time’. “What will the 
ANC leadership do if its rank and file...calls upon it to 
act on the demands? Will it take action which may harm 
the whole negotiation process?” 
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Angola 


Savimbi Issues Cease-Fire Order From Belgium 


MB1505060691 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern 
and Central Africa 0500 GMT 15 May 91 


(“Cease-fire Declaration” made via telephone from Bel- 
gium by Army General Dr. Jonas Malheiro Savimbi, 
chairman of UNITA (National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola) and supreme commander of 
FALA (Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola) at 
2200 GMT on 14 May 1991] 


[Text] To the patriotic and revolutionary FALA forces, 
the Armed Forces Chief of Staff, all commanders of 
strategic zones, all commanders of regular units, all 
commanders of convoys, all political officials in the 
Armed Forces, senior officers, captains, noncommis- 
sioned officers, and soldiers: 


As your supreme commander and a frontline soldier, | 
ask you to suspend all military operations throughout the 
national territory as of midnight on 14 May 1991. 


We have waged a combat without parallel in Africa. For 
15 years we resisted the allied FAPLA [People’s Armed 
Forces for the Liberation of Angola], Cuban, Soviet, 
Vietnamese, Bulgarian, and other USSR’s satellite forces 
in order to gain our real freedom, the defense of the 
Angolan identity, and to give to our people the right to 
freely elect their representatives and rulers. The war of 
resistance against neocolonialism has been won. 


Throughout these 15 years we lost many of our finest 
comrades. The history of a free Angola will recall their 
memories for the coming generations. 


The goals of our struggle will be achieved: A cease-fire 
verified by UN forces, the formation of a single national 
army, free, fair and supervised elections so that the 
Angolan people as a whole may determine their future. 
Accordingly, as a soldier who has been with you in the 
trenches at (Sandona), (Mucunha), Cunene, [name indis- 
tinct], Cazombo, and Mavinga, I can be trusted by you. 


At this critical, but promising hour of Angolan history, we 
ought to be courageous in ending the armed struggle and 
embark on a political campaign with the same courage and 
determination with which we fought against the most 
powerful Soviet and Cuban weapons, against the merce- 
naries who invaded our country. We should also fight the 
political battle with the same resolve and commitment. 
The political battle will not be easy. Our political adver- 
saries will try to maneuver because they will not want to 
relinquish power. The Angolan people will know, however, 
how to differentiate between the opportunists who surface 
in every corner, and yourselves, the resistance and freedom 
fighters who have crisscrossed the Angolan bush, climbed 
all of Angola’s mountains, walked through the deserts 
[words indistinct], finally succeeding in forcing the MPLA 
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[Popular Movement for the Liberation of Angola]-Labor 
Party to enter into negotiations. 


Likewise, as a soldier and as your supreme commander 
and eldest brother, I want to assure you that I will do my 
best to uphold your future because the war you have 
fought for 15 years has given back your dignity as 
Angolans, Africans, and free men. Everything will be 
done to ensure a bright future to you all. 


Do not be deceived by the enemy propaganda whereby 
we are waging war. You know that the MPLA has 
deployed forces in Luena, Salenu, (Monjicala) with a 
view to taking Cangombe, Munhango, and Cuemba. 
Therefore, we had to push the enemy back to Luena. 
Accordingly, we prevented Luena from being used as a 
springboard for future agression. 


In the name of peace, national reconciliation, and 
democracy, and without any room for bitterness, we let 
the MPLA take villages like Quibala, Calulo, Quipungo, 
Chipomba, Caluquembe, and Ngola even after the 
signing of the Estoril protocol on | May 1991. The loss of 
those villages is meaningless when we bear in mind that 
what we want is to achieve peace. 


The present balance of power in the country is favorable 
to you, FALA, and UNITA. The balance of world 
political and diplomatic power is also favorable to FALA 
and UNITA. Therefore, let us win peace since we have 
managed to win the war. 


I ask you to comply with the orders I have just given you 
as a soldier, as the chairman of UNITA, and as your 
supreme commander. Do your best to protect your 
positions. Should you be attacked by the enemy, you 
must defend your positions. We hope that this time the 
MPLA will put an end to its lies because it will fall prey 
to its own campaign of disinformation. 


FAPLA forces ought to realize that our decision to end 
hostilities is only in the spirit of the Estoril accords. 
FAPLA forces include the sons of peasants and workers, 
who have been sent to the battlefront to be killed. Their 
leaders, who live comfortably in Luanda and other major 
cities, should first realize that this is the only chance we 
have to save their lives. Secondly, they [words indistinct] 
in order to live a healthy and fraternal life. 


As soldiers fighting on the opposite side, and espousing 
views different from the MPLA’s one-party syste, we are 
nevertheless soldiers like you. We should stop killing 
each other for no reason. 


Hopefully, the MPLA military leaders will issue a cease-fire 
declaration like the one I am issuing to our Armed Forces. 


As of 2400 [2300 GMT] today [14 May], you should cease 
all your offensive operations throughout the country. You 
should cease your operations in Luena. You should be 
prudent in preventing the derailment of a process which 
has taken a year to be negotiated. Yet, you should firmly 
hold on to your positions. 
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I trust that as you listen to my voice, you will comply 
with my orders whether you are in Cabinda, Zaire, Uige, 
Malange, Bengo, Luanda, Cuanza Norte, Cuanza Sul, 
Lunda, Moxico, Cuando Cubango, Cunene, Bie, Hua- 
mbo, Benguela, Huila, and Mocamedes, which the 
MPLA calls Namibe. You have won the battle of fear. 
You have won the battle of fear of the future. You have 
overcome the fear of self-reliance. In doing all this, you 
have won the battle for peace in bringing about well- 
being for all Angolan people. 


This appeal is also directed at all Angolans [words 
indistinct] your moral strength to end the hostilities in 
our country within the framework of fraternity, so that 
we may open a new page of togetherness, harmony, and 
fraternity. I trust that you will comply with this. 


Brussels, Belgium, 14 May 1991. 
Your supreme commander. 


Discusses Cease-Fire Declaration 


MB1505091091 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and 
Central Africa 0515 GMT 15 May 91 


[Telephone interview with UNITA President Jonas 
Savimbi in Brussels by unidentified Voice of the Resis- 
tance of the Black Cockerel reporters on 15 May— 
recorded] 


[Text] [Reporter] Comrade President, you have just 
issued a cease-fire order. The MPLA is still accusing 
UNITA of continuing military operations against the 
MPLA. Comrade President, how do you see this? 


{[Savimbi] I trust the Angolan people are used to the 
MPLA’s lies. The MPLA did not say that on (?1) May it 
took Quibala, Calulo, Quipungo, Chipomba, Calu- 
quembe, and Ngola, and plans to take other locations 
under UNITA control. So, the MPLA could fall prey to 
its own lies. UNITA has been forced to carry out 
operations in Luena because MPLA troops deployed in 
the area had already taken Salenu and Quicala locations. 
We have proof that the MPLA (?intends) to take Cango- 
mbe, Cangonga, Munhango, and Cuemba. 


We are for peace. Accordindly, I have just issued a 
nationwide cease-fire order, and sincerely hope that an 
authorized MPLA voice will do the same. After the 
Mavinga fiasco, and the failure of the latest attack, the 
MPLA cannot entertain hopes of winning the war. 
Therefore, as supreme commander of the patriotic and 
revolutionary FALA, I assumed this responsibility in the 
belief that we will contribute to peace in the country. 


[Reporter] Comrade President, UNITA has issued a 
cease-fire order. We are aware that FALA are disciplined 
soldiers. How will UNITA forces react should they be 
attacked by MPLA forces? 


{Savimbi] First, | would like FAPLA units to accept this 
offer to save their own lives. They have been sent to the 
battlefront by their leaders who live an incredible way of 
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life in Luanda and in other cities, and who have never 
faced famine, thirst, or shortages. If we are attacked, we 
ought to defend ourselves. Moreover, the positions that we 
have taken over the past 15 years should be kept under 
UNITA control. Our Armed Forces [words indistinct] 
could have gone on resisting, and eventually win the war. 
I have ordered them to suspend all military operations. 
They are (?free), however, to defend themselves. 


General Ben-Ben, the Armed Forces chief of General Staff, 
has been instructed to issue daily communiques reporting 
any FAPLA attack against FALA. FAPLA members are 
soldiers like us. Unlike their leaders, FAPLA soldiers know 
what it is to suffer hardships in the flesh. Their leaders do 
not know what (?fear) is, because they have never fought, 
nor experienced agony, famine, and thirst because they 
have never been in the battlefront. FALA forces are free to 
defend themselves should they be attacked. 


[Reporter] UNITA and MPLA delegations will meet in 
[words indistinct] to set a date for the signing of [words 
indistinct] cease-fire. Will MPLA President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos be present at the signing of the cease-fire 
accord? 


{Savimbi] It would be reasonable and logical that Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos should assume his role as leader of 
FAPLA and the MPLA and sign the accord in Portugal. 
It is the importance of the | May 1991 protocols that is 
at stake. Should he fail to do that, using the pretext of 
being a head of state, all Angolan patriots will have 
doubts about the MPLA’s commitment to peace. 


It was Jose Eduardo dos Santos who dismissed Pedale as 
defense minister, and there has not been another decree 
appointing Pedale to the same post. Likewise, it was Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos who dismissed Antonio dos Santos 
Franca Ndalu as FAPLA’s chief of staff. Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos is the commander in chief of FAPLA. 


Whereas Jose Eduardo dos Santos has all these powers 
over FAPLA, we will doubt the MPLA’s good faith if 
Jose Eduardo dos Santos does not sign the cease-fire 
accord. It would mean that the MPLA 1s not committed 
to peace, but instead wants to wage war. The Angolan 
public will judge him accordingly. Likewise, the interna- 
tional opinion will not fold its arms. 


I think that as a matter of historic importance, he will 
weigh up the pros and cons. He will assume his position 
and will order FAPLA to suspend operations. Moreover, 
he will guarantee that he wants a true peace, instead of the 
nine-point plan which only stands for war. There is only 
one peace plan and that is the one that had been negotiated 
between UNITA and MPLA delegations over the past 12 
months. 


[Reporter] Dr. Savimbi, what has been the outcome of 
your tour? 


[Savimbi] Our European tour is continuing along the 
best possible way. Our message has been widely received 
because we have been appealing ior peace, dialogue, 
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national reconciliation, and free and fair elections; 
supervised elections. The MPLA propaganda machine 
has lost all its credibility in the West. While in England, 
Switzerland, Germany, Belgium, and in Strasbourg, 
where we were on 14 May 1991, we were warmly 
welcomed by Angolans and EEC officials. We conveyed 
our message that Angola can attain peace, and that 
national reconciliation is possible. Angola can hold elec- 
tions, and have socioeconomic progress. UNITA’s mes- 
Sage was never received so well. 1 am pleased with the 
results of this tour. At present, UNITA militants at home 
and abroad should unite around our ideals. Our aim is to 
achieve victory at the 1992 elections by means of our 
political struggle. 


[Reporter] Thank you very much for your interview. On 
behalf of all our colleagues, we wish you continued 
success, and a safe return home. 


{[Savimbi] I embrace you as a brother, soldier, president, 
and supreme commander. I will see you soon. 


[Reporter] We will see you soon, Dr. Savimbi. Thank 
you very much. 


Details Plans To Return to Luanda 


MB1405112291 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 0800 GMT 14 May 91 


[Text] UNITA [National Union for the Total Indepen- 
dence of Angola] President Jonas Savimbi has said in 
Brussels, Belgium, that he will return to Luanda, the 
capital of Angola, between | and 2 July when his 
movement will inaugurate its headquarters in Luanda. 
Savimbi said the UNITA headquarters will be officially 
transferred from Jamba to Luanda on | June but will be 
not be inaugurated until a month later. 


Jonas Savimbi said beginning | June, his men will be 
able to freely enter Luanda. He added, however, that the 
UNITA leadership will only do so after | July when his 
movement is assured that all Cuban soldiers have left 
Angola. It will be recalled that the total withdrawal of 
Cuban troops from Angola will be completed on 31 May. 


Dos Santos Says Peace Process ‘Irreversible’ 


MB1405110691 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 14 May 91 


[Text] Angolan head of state Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
has said in Luanda that the peace process in Angola is 
irreversible, adding that the war has reached its final 
stage. The Angolan president said this stage is very 
sensitive and dangerous because, in his words, UNITA 
{National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
and its allies are trying to achieve in two months what 
they failed to achieve in 15 years. Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos accused Jonas Savimbi's men of failing to respect 
the Estoril agreements which will lead to cease-fire in 
Angola. 
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Invites Savimbi to Angola for Talks 


MB1405201291 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 14 May 91 


[Text] The Angolan press agency in Lisbon has revealed 
that Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos Santos has 
invited Jonas Savimbi, leader of UNITA [National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola], for talks 
in Angola aimed at consolidating the peace process. The 
Angolan president said this in an exclusive interview 
carried by Lisbon Radio TSF [wireless] today. 


He was reacting to Jonas Savimbi’s proposal to meet 
with Angola’s president in Sao Tome and Principe 
before the end of this month. President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos stressed: I think that we must hold talks in 
Angola because we are Angolans. 


Asked if he would once again shake Savimbi’s hand 
during the official signing of peace agreements in Por- 
tugal at the end of this month, Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
said that is no longer important. He pointed out what is 
most important is to sign the agreements and implement 
them. He recalled that there was a handshake in Gbad- 
olite but no positive results. 


Defense Ministry Warns of UNITA Escalations 


LD1505013191 Lisbon Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 2300 GMT 14 May 91 


[Text] In a communique, the Angolan Defense Ministry 
has warned of an escalation of actions by UNITA 
{National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
{words indistinct] not respecting the pledges made in 
Bicesse, [Portugal]. Francisco Simons, press attache at 
the Angolan Embassy, in Lisbon: 


[Simons] The Defense Ministry of the People’s Republic 
of Angola informs national and international public 
opinion that UNITA has intensified its crimi.ial actions 
against the defenseless population in practically the 
whole national territory in the last few hours. 


Among other actions, since 1745 [time zone not speci- 
fied] today, 14 May 1991, UNITA units with artillery 
and mortars have been carrying out intense attacks 
against Cuito city, Bie Province, with the intention of 
occupying it. UNITA units have also attacked 
(?Uacongo), Cuanza-Sul Province, where they have 
caused casualties among the civilian population. 


During the last few hours UNITA has continued to carry 
Out attacks against Luena. These bellicose actions by 
UNITA clearly show its intention not to respect the 
pledges made in Bicesse. 


The Defense Ministry of the People’s Republic of Angola 
warns the public that FAPLA [People’s Armed Forces 
for the Liberation of Angola] will respond duly to all 
provocations by UNITA, and that these last-minute 
desperate actions will not enjoy any success. FAPLA will 
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carry out their role of defending national sovereignty and 
the physical integrity of the population. 


* Catholic Property in Kwanza-Norte Returned 


91AFO999F Luanda JORNAL DE ANGOLA 
in Portuguese 9 Apr 91 p 12 


[Text] The return of property belonging to the Catholic 
Church, confiscated following independence, began in 
Kwanza-Norte on Friday with the return of the building 
in which the provincial office of the Education Ministry 
was functioning. 


The building now returned to the Church was one of six 
buildings to be released and, according to Church 
sources, it will continue to be used as a residence for 
nuns, as it was before it was confiscated. 


The other buildings to be returned are the institutions 
which now house the Normal Institute of Education, the 
preuniversity center, the provincial office of school inspec- 
tion, the student home, and the teacher training center. 


Jose Mendonca, acting provincial delegate of the Educa- 
tion Ministry, said these buildings would be turned over 
to the Church following construction of other instaila- 
tions, as provided in the contract signed with the diocese 
of Cazengo Municipio. 


The provincial office of the Education Ministry will be 
housed in the former installations of the provincial office 
of the Ministry of State, which, in turn, will now be located 
in the facilities of the defunct retail company Eremista. 


Botswana 


* Japan Signs Debt Relief Grant Agreement 


91AF1017A Gaborone DAILY NEWS in English 
15 Mar 91 pl 


[Article: “Agreement Signed”’} 


[Text] The governments of Botswana and Japan signed a 
P [pula]1.53 million grant agreement for Debt Relief on 
March 13. 


Mr. Jenamo Tebape, Botswana’s Ambassador to Zambia 
signed on behalf of the Botswana government while Mr. 
Yoshiki Sugiura, Japanese Ambassador to Botswana 
signed on behalf of his country. 


According to a release from the Department of External 
Affairs the notes were signed and exchanged on 
Wednesday in Lusaka, Zambia. 


The grant, which is equivalent to the amount repaid by 
the government of Botswana on loans provided by Japan 
in the past, will be used for the purchase of vehicles by 
Botswana government. BOPA 
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* Swaziland MP Phillip Dlamini Seeks Refuge 


91AF1017C Gaborone DAILY NEWS in English 
14 Mar 91 p 1 


{Article: ““Dlamini Here’’] 


[Text] An official in the Office of the President on 
Wednesday confirmed that Mr. Phillip Dlamini, a 
Member of Parliament in Swaziland, who fled his 
country recently is in Botswana. 


Mr. Dlamini is reported to have fled his country on 
March 2 this year because he said he feared imminent 
detention without trial after controversial remarks he 
made in Parliament. 


According to a South African newspaper, THE STAR, of 
last week, Mr. Dlamini telephoned from a neighbouring 
country which he did not name, saying that he fled from 
Swaziland on Saturday and would seek political asylum 
in the country where he was at present which was by then 
believed to be South Africa. 


The Under Secretary in the Office of the President, Mr. 
Senwelo Modimakwane could only confirm that Mr. 
Diamini was in Botswana. BOPA 


Mauritius 


* 1990 Trade Figures; Exports Up 3 Percent 


9]4F0974A Port Louis L’'EXPRESS in French 
23 Mar 91 pp 1, 6 


{Unattributed article: “Export Volume Up Only 3 Per- 
cent’; italicized passages published in English] 


[Text] The value of imports per inhabitant last year was 
24,000 rupees [Rs], while the same figure for exports was 
18,000 rupees. The trade balance in 1990 shows an 
overall deficit of just over 6 billion rupees. 


In an analysis of the Mauritian economy's trade 
exchanges, the minister of the plan points out that the 
value of exports climbed 16 percent, while that of 
imports hovered around 19 percent. The Bureau of 
Statistics notes that the figures include the outlays for the 
purchase of planes and of the Mauritius Pride. 


“The import figures for both years 1989 and 1990 include 
the purchase of aircraft and marine vessels. Exclusive of 
these irregular items, comparative trade deficit figures 
were Rs 4,200 million and Rs 4,900 million, respectively,” 
the official analysis observes. 


Taking into account the fact that export prices rose an 
average of 12 percent in 1990, the rate of growth in the 
volume of Mauritian exports was only 3 percent. To 
begin with, less sugar was exported: 578,000 metric tons 
in 1990 compared to 636,000 metric tons in 1989. Sugar 
export revenues totaled 5.1 billion rupees last year 
compared to 4.95 billion rupees during the previous 
fiscal year. 
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The volume of free-zone exports rose 10 percent in 1990, 
while the prices fetched by Mauritian free-zone products 
were up 15 percent. Mauritius also reexported merchan- 
dise worth 384 million rupees, compared to 500 million 
rupees in 1989. The Bunkering brought in revenues of 
490 million rupees. 


The European Economic Community is still the largest 
export market, taking 80 percent of total exports, while 
the United States absorbs 13 percent. 


The volume of Mauritian imports increased 8 percent in 
1990. The prices of refined oil products jumped 27 
percent in 1990, and those of manufactured products 10 
vercent. These import price hikes were offset by a 
10-percent drop in the prices of cotton and wool. 


The import bills for the main items in 1990 are as 
fcllows: 


«food: 2.7 billion rupees, or an increase of 303 million 
rupees over 1989; 

¢ oil products: 2 billion rupees, or an increase of 558 
million rupees; 

¢ manufactured products: 7.2 billion rupees, or an 
increase of 343 million rupees; 

¢ chemicals: 1.6 billion rupees (up 293 million rupees); 

¢ building materials: 1.1 billion rupees (up 417 million 
rupees); 


¢« vehicles: | billion rupees, or an increase of 264 
million rupees. 


With respect to food prices, the price of an imported 
metric ton of wheat was somewhat stable in 1990 com- 
pared to 1989—or about 2,900 rupees a ton, according to 
published statistics. The prices of imported milk prod- 
ucts dropped 9.5 percent in 1990, averaging 30,571 
rupees in 1990 compared to 33,785 rupees in 1989. The 
price of a metric ton of imported rice increased 25.6 
percent from one year to the next. 


Moreover, the free-zone’s import bill last year was 
roughly the same as in 1989, or some 7.4 billion rupees. 
Free-zone manufacturers imported equipment costing 
800 million rupees in 1990, compared to nearly | billion 
rupees in 1989. 


“The relatively lower import bill resulted mainly from 
substantial drops of approximately 10 percent in the 
prices of basic inputs of the textile industries. 


* Impact of Drought on Sugar Production Discussed 


9/AF1003A Port Louis LE MAURICIEN in French 
18 April 91 p 7 


{Reprint of an article by Dr. Claude Ricaud: “Dr. Claude 
Ricaud: ‘Irrigation Is A Priority’’’; first paragraph 1s LE 
MAURICIEN introduction} 
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[Text] Agricultural production will be seriously affected 
by drought this year. In an article published in the last 
issue of PROSI, Dr. Claude Ricaud, the director of 
MSIRI (Mauritius Sugar Industry Research Institute), 
takes a closer look at the adverse effects of drought on 
our sugar production. 


The Ups and Downs of Normal Production 


In this exercise, we mainly took into consideration 
productivity in northern Mauritius. Figure | shows the 
variations in sugarcane productivity per hectare since 
1961, excluding those years that were greatly affected by 
cyclones. Regression was traced by excluding drought 
years as well, in order to show the evolution of normal 
production. Reduced production during drought years 
compared to normal yield is shown. 


Drought and Cyclones 


There have been eight years of drought over the last three 
decades, or about one-fourth, with an average drop in 
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production of 23.7 percent. As already mentioned, 
drought years were much more frequent during the last 
decade, or 5 out of 10. 


In contrast, the north was hit by four cyclones over the 
last 30 years, causing average losses of 21.3 percent 
(Figure 2). By way of comparison, central Mauritius was 
severely hurt by seven cyclones over the same period, 
Causing average cane losses of 29.4 percent. 


Our analyses also indicate that the productivity gap 
between planters and refiners is much more marked 
during drought years, with approximately 30 and 40 
percent lower productivity, compared to 20 and 30 
percent for normal years. 


In addition to the direct effects of drought on cane 
production ior the year under way are the sequelae that 
affect the following year(s): These are due to factors such 
as (1) poor germination and delayed growth of crops 
planted during the prime season and (2) root mortality in 
the new growth. These effects sometimes require that 
certain fields, even of new seedlings or young new 
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growth, be entirely replanted. This can lead to the 
abandonment of plantations by small, less fortunate 
planters, especially over the last few years when they 
have encountered other problems, such as lack of man- 


power. 


Although drought has a beneficial effect on extraction 
because of dessication—an effect that is usually evident 
at the beginning of the cane-cutting season—it also has 
adverse effects on manufacturing, especially near the end 
of the season. This is due to the deterioration of the cane 
and the high proportion of white ends, resulting in poor 
juice purity and an increase in treacle. 


Irrigation: A Priority 


Finally, to better illustrate all these effects, we show 
sugar production for the sugarcane producing region of 
Saint Antoine, the area hardest hit by drought, in Table 
1. It is apparent that the productivity ratio between a 
drought year and a good year can be one-third. 


In conclusion, introducing irrigation for the island's 
entire 15,000 hectares is one of the greatest priorities for 
our agricultural development. The laudable effort to 
clear the fields of stones must be very quickly followed 
up by the benefits of irrigation if the desired effects are to 
be achieved. 


Table 1: Cane and Sugar Production for the Sugar- 
Producing Region of Saint Antoine 


Year Total Sugar Productivity 
Production 
(metric tons) 
Cane (metric Sugar (metric 
tons/hectare) tons/hectare) 
1981 18.383 476 4.67 
1982 28,176 72.5 7.20 
1983 20,336 494 $.24 
1984 11,131 31.4 2.30 
1985 19,978 49.1 5.25 
1986 28,765 68.0 7.49 
1987 27,778 70.4 7.21 
1988 13,502 36.2 3.53 
1989 19,325 53.5 534 
1990 18,949 50.5 5.42 


* Technical Assistance for Namibia Announced 


91) 4F0985C Port Louis WEEK-END in French 
7 Apr 91 p 19 


{Unattributed article: “Conclusion of the Conference on 
Professional Training at the Hotel Pullman; Parsuraman 
Announces Technical Assistance for Namibia; Objec- 
tive: Prepare for the ‘Human Resource Development 
Programme” } 


SOUTHERN AFRICA 19 


[Text] The conference on professional training and 
training strategies in sub-Saharan Africa, which was held 
1-4 April at the Hotel Pullman, concluded on a positive 
note for Namibia. In fact, through the voice of Mr. 
Armoogum Parsuraman, its minister of education, the 
arts, and culture, Mauritius announced that the Mauri- 
tian Government will lend technical assistance to the 
Namibian Government with a view to preparing and 
adopting a Human Resource Development Programme 
(HRDP). Furthermore it was announced that, following 
up on a proposal from the UNDP [UN Development 
Program], a similar seminar will be organized in South 
Africa and in the countries of southern Africa directly 
affected by the postapartheid era. Gaborone (Botswana) 
was Selected to organize such a conference. 


In his clo. .ng speech, Mr. Armoogum Parsuraman, the 
minister of education, the arts, and culture, congratu- 
lated the participants on the work they had accom- 
plished during the week. This seminar, he said, will 
prove to be an extraordinary opportunity for the people 
of sub-Saharan Africa to share their experience and their 
points of view, examine new political ideas, and identify 
those strategies that will enable them to cope with the 
challenges of the year 2000. The Mauritian minister of 
education reminded the audience that three seminars 
have been organized on the same theme in less than 12 
months, which, according to Mr. Parsuraman, shows the 
commitment on the part of the organizations to reinvig- 
orate interest in professional policy direction and 
training. 


* Muslim Contributions to Development Applauded 


9/AF1002C Port Louis WEEK-END in French 
21 Apr 91 p 10 


[First paragraph is WEEK-END introduction] 


[Text] The traditional Eid U1! Fitr festival provided the 
occasion Tuesday for the prime minister, Sir Anerood 
Jugnauth, and the leader of the opposition, Sir Satcam 
Boolell, to salute the Muslim community's contribution 
to the development of the country. The head of govern- 
ment spoke of the Mauritian example of harmonious 
coexistence among different communities, which con- 
trasted with the tragic situation not far from us. 


The leader of the opposition, Sir Satcam Boolell, who 
also spoke at the national ceremony held at the Eid Gah, 
in the Pitot Valley, said there was no need to repeat that 
one was for national unity. The issue was to translate 
words into action. Maulana Mohammed Ibrahim 
Khustar Siddiqui Qadri Razvi called for the construc- 
tion of a community center on the site of the Eid Gah, 
while the lord mayor, Mr. Jose Arunasalon, discussed 
Ramadan as one of the four great pillars of Islam. 


The ceremony was attended by a number of prominent 
figures, including the deputy prime minister and min- 
ister of health, Dr. Prem Nababsing, the minister of 
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industry, Mr. Cassam Uteem, Ministers Ghurburrun 
and Utchanah, and several Port Louis members of 
Parliament. 


Mozambique 


* Displaced Persons Leave Cheringoma Center 


91AF0943F Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
23 Mar 91 p § 


[Text] Nearly 3,000 persons who, because of the war. 
were forced to leave their areas of origin in Cheringoma, 
in the district of Dondo, left their houses in the center for 
the displaced where they were living at the end of last 
year, heading for other regions somewhere in that Sofala 
Province district. 


As the reporter at our agency in Beira learned from 
sources in the displaced persons’ village at Cheringoma, 
in Dondo, the massive exodus was due to the constant 
invasions of the center by armed bandits, who com- 
mitted murders there. 


The same sources told us that, upon leaving the village, 
the population may now face worse problems in some of 
the areas in which it has taken refuge. The latter lack 
essential social services such as those available at the 
center, specifically, potable water, a health station, and 
others. 


Those in charge of that village informed us that, because 
of the armed bandits’ activities, the supplying of food 
products to the population is becoming increasingly 
difficult, in view of the people's dispersion. 


Nevertheless, the source claimed, when the products 
arrive in the district, the people are being contacted to 
gather at the center where the distribution of supplies 1s 
made. 


He remarked: “Some of them have decided never to 
return to the center again, under any circumstances, 
because they fear the armed bandits’ activities.” 


Agricultural Production? 


The secretary of the Cheringoma displaced persons’ 
center, meeting with our reporter, claimed that, because 
of the war situation, many of the villagers were unable to 
finish the tilling work on their farms. This fact could to 
some extent worsen the food problems among that 
population in a state of emergency. 


For the present agricultural campaign an area of 1,000 
hectares had been distributed among the displaced per- 
sons in Cheringoma. That official commented: “If it 
were not for the drought and the war, at least in this 
campaign we would have something with which to fool 
our stomachs.” He noted that, because of the war, the 
peasants have been forced to go back and forth to their 
farms as quickly as possible. This means that they have 
little time to work. 
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This situation does not affect adults alone. but children 
as well. They are forced to travel 10 km to reach their 
classrooms. 


Last year the Cheringoma center benefited from an 
elementary level school, with a capacity to serve over 
200 pupils. Constructed by the nongovernmental orga- 
nization Redd-Barna, of Norway, it also included three 
rooms built with local materials. 


In view of the lack of rooms at the district headquarters. 
children from those displaced families are sometimes 
forced to go hungry because of the distance between the 
school and their places of residence. Furthermore. when 
classes are over they have to return in a group. fearing 
the armed bandits’ atrocities. 


The teachers assigned to that educational establishment 
warned that, because of this movement of children. their 
academic achievement would be low. 


* Official: Drought Exacerbates Food Shortage 


YIAFOYSOA Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
Z3Apr9l ps 


[Text] The food situation in the country will be less 
certain this year because of low production levels in the 
majority of the provinces due to agro-meteorological 
problems. In reports given to NOTICIAS exclusively, a 
source at the Ministry of Trade revealed that there will 
be a definite decline in the overall quantities of corn, 
rice, and dried cassava marketed, and that the authori- 
ties in the central region, where the scourge of drought 1s 
already a reality, have declared a hunger crisis 


For a country like ours, in which the domestic farm 
production is far from equal to the food needs (the corn 
production provides only 10 percent of what 1s needed), 
the production crisis resulting from the irregular rainfall 
and aggravated by the war will also increase the depen- 
dence of the population on foreign aid. And according to 
this same source, this aid “is not always sufficient.” 


According to the deputy national director of domestic 
marketing, it 1s estimated that throughout the country as 
a whole, 193,000 tons of various products, including 
cashews, will be marketed, as compared to the 199,000 
tons obtained last year. This decline, which does not 
seem very great, is nonetheless serious because of the fact 
that distribution is uneven. There are some provinces 
which will market miniscule quantities of corn as com- 
pared to last year. 


According to this same source, the central region of the 
country, specifically Sofala, Manica, and Tete, will be 
faced with the most serious hunger problems. The local 
authorities have already declared a hunger crisis, and in 
Manica, where the situation 1s described as the most 
serious anywhere in the country, the provincial govern- 
ment has drafted an official report addressed to the 
central organs of power stating that the drought ts 
regarded as the worst in the past 40 years. 
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Manica, traditionally one of the major producers of corn, 
marketed 15,500 tons last year, for example, according 
to this same source, while there 1s every indication that i 
will not be able to reach even 4,000 tons this year. Sofala., 
which although it has seen a slight increase in the 
marketing of corn in recent years, has a natural deficit, is 
likely to market only 500 tons this year, according to 
estimates, as compared to 3,000 last year. Concerning 
Tete, there continue to be inconsistent and sometimes 
contradictory reports. All that is known 1s that it, too, has 
been affected by irregular rainfall. 


In the northern zone, the marketing levels will not suffer 
major alterations, generally speaking, although there 
may be slight variations upward or downward for certain 
producers. In Cabo Delgado, one of the largest, if not the 
largest, corn-producing areas in recent years, it 1s esti- 
mated that 18,000 tons of corn will be marketed, as 
compared to 17,000 last year. According to estimates, 
Nampula will match the 16,500 tons of corn obtained 
last year. 


The southern zone, which does not produce enough corn 
for self supply, will see a sharp decline in the volume of 
this grain marketed, also attributed to the late arrival of 
the rains. Gaza, a potential domestic producer of rice, 
will see a decline from the 15,000 tons of unhulled rice 
marketed last year to 12,000 this year. 


According to reports obtained from Luis Sitoe, hunger in 
the coastal areas of the country will be as serious as that 
inland, since there will also be a sharp decline, from 
24,000 tons last year to 17,000 this year, in the mar- 
keting index for dried cassava, a basic food product for 
the local population. 


“We think that the marketing processes have also caused 
difficulties in connection with this product,” Luis Sitoe 
said. He pointed to the credit limit for the economic 
agents involved in marketing and the fact that dried 
cassava is not a product to which the merchants who 
participate in the marketing give priority, because they 
claim it does not produce a profit, along with other 
negative reasons. 


“Where the banks are concerned, they may be right, 
because there is no rapid return on the credit. We can use 
the marketing fund to finance the transportation of this 
product, but this incentive will not suffice to motivate 
the economic agents,” this same source says. 


Possible Alternatives 


The national director of domestic marketing at the 
Ministry of Trade told NOTICIAS during the interview 
he granted us recently that the decline in the global 
volumes marketed will have a negative impact, particu- 
larly on the central zone. Asked to provide figures on the 
corn and rice requirements, he said that the time was not 
right, because the Ministry of Trade and the provincial 
governments have not yet reached any consensus on this 
matter. 
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“The alternative continues to be ever-increasing foreign 
aid. The trend in the food situation is not a good one. We 
must continue to ask for foreign help, and the response is 
not always equal in volume to or consistent wth our 
needs. While we depend on foreign sources, the food 
situation continues to deteriorate,” Luis Sitoe said. 


He said that in the particular case of Manica, where the 
Situation could not be foreseen, the National Food 
Security and Marketing Office plans a study, and will 
work to develop support for that province. Manica may 
have to obtain from elsewhere twice the quantity of corn 
which it 1s estimated it will market this year—4,000 tons. 


“Where the rest of the country 1s concerned, we are going 
to further liberalize the process of marketing, the mar- 
kets, and product distribution, but with guarantees that 
stocks will be maintained for local security.” 


Seychelles 


* Need for Economic Diversification Intensifies 


9YJAF1I018B Victoria SEYCHELLES NATION 
in English 6 Apr 91 pp 1, 2 


[Text] The negative effect of the Gulf crisis on the 
performance of the tourism industry 1s evidence enough 
that Seychelles ought to seriously examine the possibili- 
ties of economic diversification, President France Albert 
Rene said at the opening of the SPPF's 9th Congress. 
Maison du Peuple, yesterday evening. 


He said tourism, the mainstay of Seychelles’ economy. 
had continued to grow over the past three years, and was 
projected to reach an estimated 141.000 visitors a year 
by end 1995. 


Unfortunately, he said, like the rest of the world Sey- 
chelles suffered a great setback in that sector with the 
onset of the tragic Gulf War when visitors were afraid to 
travel. 


“However, now that the fighting has stopped, and since 
our product was not the reason for the decrease in 
tourism figures, | am confident that the industry will 
pick up and, with new markets, we will be able to meet 
the 1995 target, Mr. Rene said. 


The President suggested there was now an even greater 
need to seriously examine the possibilities of economic 
diversification and reduce the country’s dependence on 
the fragile tourism economic base as Seychelles had been 
over the past years. 


“| think that the effect of the Gulf crisis on our tourism 
industry is evidence enough that we ought to move in 
that direction without delay,” he stated. 


He said fishing had also made progress over the past 
three years to a point where the country could not meet 
export demand for Seychelles’ fish. 
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“We are, however, confident that this sector of the 
economy will continue to expand, particularly now that 
more and rmfore people are interested in investing in 11,” 
he said. 


He noted that the National Development Bank had 
played and wuld continue to play a great role in this 
trend. He added that with the arrival of the first national 
tuna fishing vessel, after the first one was maliciously 
destroyed, revenue from the activity should increase. 


He said the country had over the past three years, also 
begun to set up new industries which had potential for 
export and foreign exchange earnings. 


“The SPPF will ensure that Government maintains its 
policy of a free exchange system in a mixed economy 
with the state keeping control of the vital sectors only,” 
he said. 


Participation of private companies in other sectors will 
be more and more encouraged, Mr. Rene added. He 
referred to the invitation to local and foreign busi- 
nessmen to invest in the Seychelles Hotels operations. 


“I hope that those who accuse the Front of strangling 
private businessmen will take note of this and of the 
irony of the recent call by some private restaurant 
operators during the Gulf War, for government control 
on the number of restaurants,” Mr. Rene said. 


The President commented on what he said was the 
fashion these days to advocate the so-called virtues of 
private enterprise, privatisation and liberalisation of the 
economy. 


“To me these are sterile debates as far as our society 1s 
concerned. Our approach to economic development has 
never been and will never be founded on the question of 
ownership,” he stated. 


* Figures Show Tourism Improving Steadily 


9IAFIOI8C Victoria SEYCHELLES NATION 
in English 2 Apr 91 pp 1, 2 


[Text] A month after the end of the Gulf War, visitor 
arrivals in Seychelles have been improving weekly, to 
reach a total of 20,833 for the year as at 31 March. 


This latest figure from the Management and Information 
Systems Division reflects a decrease of 25 percent, 
compared to the same period of last year. But it 1s an 
improvement of 13 percentage points on statistics col- 
lected up to 24 February when the total arrivals for the 
year had failen by 38 percent compared to the same 
period of 1990. The industry then had fallen to its lowest 
as a result of hostilities in the Gulf region. 


The tourism industry started recovering by an average 
three percentage points weekly after 24 February to 
reach -25 percent by the end of March. 


The industry in Seychelles is now also facing its tradi- 
tional low season. Figures collected for the four weeks 
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ending 24 March showed that the decrease was only 8 
percent below arrivals for the same period of 1990. 


Arrivals from the big markets of Europe which fell by as 
much as 53 percent over last year as at 17 February, are 
also improving steadily. The statistics improved by 
eleven percentage points as at 24 March. 


The increases from South Africa and Reunion which 
partly made up for the losses on the traditional European 
markets, continued. A 331! percent increase in arrivals 
from Reunion was recorded as at 24 March compared to 
the same period of last year. There was an increase of 89 
percent in visitors coming from South Africa. 


Visitor arrivals from Asia, where Air Seychelles 1s 
resuming its weekly flight, were 50 percent below the 
1990 level. 


During the Gulf crisis Seychelles received over 5,500 
visitors monthly, a figure tourism officials considered 
“satisfactory” during the difficult period. Over 7,000 
visitors came to Seychelles in the month ending 24 
March. 


* Outer Islands To Get Direct Phone Service 


YIAFIOISE Victoria SEYCHELLES NATION 
in English 20 Mar 91 pp 1, 2 


[Text] Residents of several outer islands will soon be able 
to phone Mahe and even abroad directly following the 
installation of a new 10-metre earth station at the main 
office of Cable & Wireless (Seychelles) Ltd. 


Engineers are fixing the reflector surface to the supporting 
structure while Island Development Company (IDC) has 
almost completed work on the equipment building and 
foundation for the tower mount for smaller parabolic 
antennas on the islands of Coetivy and Desroches. 


The Project's Manager, Mr. Philip Sumser, said that 
telephone service to these two islands would be available 
in early July, with messages being beamed to Mahe via 
one of the Intelsat satellite hovering 22,000 miles above 
the Indian Ocean. The small 4.5-metre diameter stations 
on the outer islands will run unattended, with mainte- 
nance visits being carried out by C&W engineers every 
three months. 


Mr. Sumser said Coetivy and Desroches would be the 
first to get the satellite communication links because 
developments on these islands required good communi- 
cation, both with Mahe and internationally. He cited the 
important prawn project being implemented on Coetivy 
and the expanding hotel complex on Desroches as exam- 
ples where good communication was essential in order to 
administer and develop these facilities. 


After Coetivy and Desroches work will start on the 
construction of similar stations on Farquhar and 
Assomption. Later on, Alphonse and Remire will also be 
connected into the system. 
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Each island will have up to four direct exchange lines 
connected via the Victoria exchange either to local 
subscribers on Mahe or the international circuits. It 1s 
planned that one of these lines on each island will be a 
public cardphone to enable workers on the islands to 
keep in touch with friends and families, whilst the other 
lines will be used for administration purposes and for 
hotel guests. 


Mr. Sumser said the R[rupee]27-million project was 
being implemented in line with Government's policy of 
actively developing the outlying islands, and the provi- 
sion of good communication was essential in order to 
successfully achieve this goal. 


Mr. Sumser also told Seychelles Nation that next year 
some of the international traffic on major routes would 
be transferred to the new Victoria station. This would 
provide Seychelles the benefit of an alternative interna- 
tional route as the Victoria station will operate on a 
different satellite to the existing station at Bon Espoir. 
With the anticipated growth in international telecommu- 
nications traffic the Bon Espoir station was rapidly 
approaching its original design capacity and hence the 
need to transfer some of the traffic to the new station in 
Victoria. 


* Copra, Cinnamon Production Figures Down 
91 AF 1018D Victoria SEYCHELLES NATION 
in English 20 Mar 91 pp 1, 2 


[Text] Exports of copra and cinnamon, Seychelles’ tra- 
ditional cash crops, dropped further in 1990, according 
to production figures released by the Information Sys- 
tems Division. 


Only 874 tonnes of copra were shipped in 1990 com- 
pared to | 337 tonnes in 1989. This represents a decrease 
of 35 percent. There were only 7! tonnes of cinnamon 
bark shipped, showing a decrease of 71 percent com- 
pared to 1989. 


Statistics on stocks awaiting shipment at the New Port 
show that 932 tonnes of copra and 180 tonnes of 
cinnamon bark were delivered at the warehouse. Deliv- 
eries of copra during 1990 decreased by 4 percent 
compared to 1989. Cinnamon bark deliveries decreased 
by 20 percent. 


The production of green leaf for the manufacture of tea 
increased by 47 percent during 1990. During that year 
219.4 tonnes of leaf were produced compared to 149.5 
tonnes in 1989. The Statistical Bulletin said this was 
attributed to the better techniques applied to tea cultiva- 
tion. 


The throughput of cattle at Le Rocher decreased by 19 
percent during 1990. The number of pigs slaughtered 
increased by 16 percent. 


The abbatoir slaughtered 400,299 chickens during 1990, 
representing a | percent increase over the 1989 produc- 


tion. 
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A total of 5,137 tonnes of fish was landed during 1990, 
representing an increase of !17 percent over 1989. 


The canning factory produced 2,763 tonnes of canned 
tuna. This was |4 percent more than in 1989. 


The production of soft drinks, beer and stout increased 
by 11 percent and 2 percent, respectively. 


Cigarettes manufactured in 1990 was 16 percent higher 
than the previous year. 


Electricity production on Mahe and Praslin increased by 
6 percent and 18 percent, respectively. 


Residents on Mahe, Praslin and La Digue consumed 7 
percent, 14 percent and |7 percent more treated water in 
1990. 


The total imports for the year 1990 were valued at 
$991.3 million, an increase of 7 percent over the 1989 
figure. This figure includes not only imports made by or 
on behalf of foreign governments, but also equipment 
and commodity aid given to Seychelles by various 
donors. 


Comparing the major sections of imports during 1990 to 
1989, a lower value was recorded for animal and vege- 
table oils, chemicals, and machinery and equipment. 
There were increases for food and live animais, bever- 
ages and tobacco, crude materials, mineral fuels, manu- 
factured and other goods. 


The total value of domestic exports decreased by 9 
percent from R[rupees}]70.1 million to R64.1 million. 
The value of re-exports in the same period was 15 
percent more than in 1989. 


A slight increase was recorded in the value of exports of 
canned tunz, while there was a decrease in that of fresh 
and frozen fish. 


Zambia 


Kaunda Says South African Ties Possible in Jul 


MB1405 14549] Johannesbure SAPA in Enelish 
1437 GMT 14 May 91 


[Text] Lusaka May 14 SAPA—Zambia could establish 
diplomatic relations with South Africa in July if the 
remaining pillars of apartheid are dismantled by then, 
President Kenneth Kaunda said in Lusaka on Tuesday. 


Speaking with journalists at State House, Dr Kaunda 
said Zambia would decide whether to establish diplo- 
matic ties with Pretoria in July after examining changes 
in that country. 


He expressed optimism that the bulwark of apartheid 
would be removed by July, reports a SAPA correspondent 


24 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


Dr Kaunda also said his country was forced to import 
goods from South Africa because of the huge invest- 
ments by Britain and other Western nations in that 
country. 


Last weekend, the Frontline States summit agreed that 
sanctions against South Africa will have to go, but 
cautioned that this be done gradually. 


The consensus among the heads of state of the seven- 
nation political grouping, including Nigeria, agreed that 
President F.W. de Klerk had fulfilled the international 
community’s obligations. 


All Frontline States, except Angola and Tanzania, trade 
with South Africa on a large scale due to historical and 
geographical backgrounds. 


* End to ‘Inefficient’ Parastatals Advocated 


91AF1024E Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
15 Mar 91 pl 


[Text] What makes Zambia’s clearing of World Bank 
arrears significant is that she will now once more be 
eligible to a wide array of loans from the international 
community. While the arrears stood Zambia was virtu- 
ally a pariah with no access even to cheap money in the 
form of loans. 


This has now come to an end. Zambia therefore does 
now have a narrow breathing space, at least. But the 
advantage ends there. There is still cause for a great deal 
of concern. 


The arrears were paid off not “from our own resources” 
as the country generally set out to do after the break with 
the IMF in 1987 but by donor countries and agencies. 
We owe these donors money still. 
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There can be no two interpretations about the situation 
in which this country still finds itself. It simply means 
that it continues to live beyond its means and more 
seriously that it is sinking deeper into debt without a 
corresponding improvement in living standards at 
home. 


Now, surely Zambians can reverse this trend. But then 
they need to be properly organised to achieve the desired 
results. At present about 80 percent of the economy is 
controlled by the parastatals. If therefore the situation is 
to improve it 1s imperative that this sector leads the way. 


The inefficiencies of parastatals are already too well 
documented to warrant repetition. What needs to be 
emphasised is that time is up for inefficient State 
monopolies and vacillating decision-makers who have 
all the data but can’t make up their mind clearly. 


Even the issue of inefficient parastatals had to come 
from the IMF-World Bank. The local managers and 
economists wouldn't dare point this out. Presumably 
they were too busy making hay while the sun shone. 


The point however is that Zambians have to stand by 
and face the truth if the economy and everything else is 
to improve. 


And the moment for facing the truth is now. Incapable 
decision-makers and inefficient parastatals and their 
luxury-loving managers should go. Only efficient units 
should remain. 


This is the only way Zambia can reverse the trend of 
consuming more than it produces. 


Appeasement will not do and in any case 26 years of it is 
surely enough. Unless Zambia takes some pretty tough 
measures not even the clearing of the World Bank arrears 
by donors will save this country. 


The opportunity to rebuild the economy 1s there. The 
question is whether there is the will. 


FBIS-AFR-91-094 
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Benin 


* Role, Future of Presidential Guard Discussed 


914F1004A Cotonou L’'OPINION in French 
9 Mar 91 p 3 


[Text] It will be remembered that, from 23 to 24 April 
1990, an important armed forces seminar dismantled the 
People’s Armed Forces (FAP), established under the 
PRPB [People’s Revolution Party of Benin] regime. The 
FAP comprised the following two components: 


¢ the Public Security Forces (FSP), consisting of cus- 
toms and forestry agents, the police, the gendarmerie, 
and firemen. 

* the National Defense Forces (FDN), consisting of the 
army, the air force, and the navy. 


This “revolutionary” system resulted in frequent juris- 
dictional conflicts between the Ministry of Defense and 
three other ministries charged under various headings 
with the management and oversight of these “soldiers”: 
the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Rural Develop- 
ment, and the Ministry of Interior, with regard to cus- 
toms, forestry, and police agents, respectively. 


The restructuring returns the three bodies to their original 
ministries. It also makes the Disaster and Rescue Office, 
now the National Firemen’s Group, a part of the army. 


Asa result, the following four components are now under 
the authority of the minister of defense: 


e the army 

¢ the air force 

e the navy 

* the national gendarmerie. 


Parallel Army 


Under these conditions, what becomes of the Presideniial 
Guard Battalion [BGP]? In theory, it is a part of the army 
and thus effectively under the control of the Ministry of 
Defense for wages and promotions. In practice, it is 
technically dependent on the president of the Republic as 
head of state and commander in chief of the armies. 


In Benin as in every country in the world, the size of a 
branch of the army is considered a military secret. But 
here as elsewhere, this is one of those open secrets that is 
all the more jealously guarded for already being public 
knowledge. Everyone in Benin knows that the BGP 
numbers between 1,000 and 1,200 men, or almost a 
quarter of total army personnel—but that this minority 
controls around 80 percent of the weapons. More impor- 
tant, they also know that this battalion operates as the 
head of state’s personal militia, being made up of men 
wholly devoted to the person of Mr. Mathieu Kerekou, 
and led by handpicked officers who come from his tribal 
group or ones close to it and are wholly devoted to him. 


The BGP is also a state within a state. It 1s the key 
component of a parallel army directly controlled by and 
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attached to the head of state. The Antiair Machine Gun 
Battalion (BMiA) is another component of this machine. 


Special mention should be made of another branch of 
this parallel army, the formidable Documentation and 
Information Office (SDI), commonly know as the “Little 
Palace.” The SDI is the political police. Responsible for 
spying on citizens and outfitted with highly sophisticated 
equipment allowing it te interfere in the private lives of 
each and all, it was, under the PRPB regime, the doer of 
dirty work—a specialist in arbitrary arrest, torture, sum- 
mary execution, and other similar crimes. The SDI has 
not disappeared. It has only moved out of the Little 
Palace. Under the administrative authority of the BGP, 
it was and continues today to be made up of uncondi- 
tional supporters of the head of state, men and women 
entirely and exclusively devoted to his person. More- 
over, the SDI’s administrative attachment to the BGP 
does not constitute hierarchical subordination. Its head, 
Commander Jerome Soglohoun, reported and continues 
to report directly to the head of state, without going 
through Commander Jean N’Tcha or Captain Tawes. 


Nevertheless, ““BGP” has come to mean, not a compo- 
nent, but the entirety of the parallel army established at 
the personal command of Mathieu Kerekou under the 
PRPB regime. BGP has become more a generic than a 
specific term. 


The Problem 


The big question today is this: this army within an army, 
this superequipped battalion led by men, some of whom, at 
least, are avowed torturers, has come through the 11, 
almost 12, months of the transition period more or less 
intact. The BGP has been neither dismantled nor touched 
in any way. Has it at least taken a look at its faults? Has it 
given evidence of a real espousal of republican ideals and 
a frank, honest acceptance of the democratic idea? 


The answer is qualified but clear. 


First, for 11, almost 12, months, there have been no 
arbitrary arrests, acts or torture, or summary executions. 
The immense savagery—the organized barbarity—that poi- 
soned our existence for 17 years and more has ceased. For 
11, almost 12, months, we have at least been able breathe 
and sleep more or less easily. Thus, the BGP has beat a 
retreat—which is a victory for the National Conference. 


Second, however, this parallel army harbors many revan- 
chists who dream of a return to the old days when they 
could pillage, steal, rape, massacre, and kill with complete 
impunity. Since Mr. Kerekou declared his candidacy last 
16 February, these revanchists, who had until recently 
hugged the walls prudently in the hope of being forgotten, 
are swaggering about again and regaining strength. We are 
seeing unusual commotion, the commotion that precedes 
great maneuvers. All the elements are there: the party 
generously thrown for the soldiers to celebrate the courage 
of the general-cum-candidate and strengthen the esprit de 
corps, together with intimidation and threats. In the course 
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of a meeting, Captain Tawes reportedly told his astonished 
troops that every soldier was obligated to vote for Kerekou 
on 10 March and that it was technically possible to 
monitor each person’s vote. If ever there was a movement, 
any soldier who refused to go forward would be shot. Last, 
until further notice, any significant information was to be 
communicated directly to Captain Tawes, over the head of 
the chief of the SDI, Commander Soglohoun, who is said 
to have been most upset. 


Conclusion 


That is the situation. There is a temptation—one yielded 
to—to reproach Prime Minister Nicephore Soglo for 
having left this parallel army intact until the end of the 
transition, for not having used his powers as minister of 
defense to dismantle it, or at least to place it effectively 
under his control and that of the government of the 
Republic. Did the prime minister seriously believe 
Kerekou had repented? That the former torturers had 
espoused republican ideals? In the power of words—words 
speaking justice and capable of ruling on their own 
strength? 


The near future will tell whether the republican elements 
in the BGP are numerous or strong enough to neutralize 
the backward elements—whether, when the elections are 
over and the Idol inevitably defeated, the transfer of 
power can take place normally, or whether we will have 
to look forward resolutely to an unwanted test of 
Strength, knowing that the power of the weak is some- 
times stronger than the tanks of iniquity. 


* Value Added Tax To Replace Three Taxes 


91 4F1004B Cotonou LA NATION in French 
21 Feb 91 pp 1,8 


[Excerpt] The report on the value added tax (VAT), sent 
back 2 February for clarification on some points of 
concern to the High Councilors of the Republic [HCR], 
was resubmitted to the HCR yesterday morning. 


In defending the report, Finance Minister Idelphonse 
Lemon said that it was one of the elements conditioning 
negotiations on the second part of the structural adjust- 
ment program. 


In his opinion, the VAT is not a new tax but one that 
combines 22 taxes in two. 


In further remarks on behalf of his ministry, the tax chief 
stressed that our tax system is archaic and has not been 
reformed since colonial times. 


The VAT under discussion would replace the tax on 
annual domestic sales (ICAI), the special depreciation 
tax (TSA), and the domestic tax levied at customs. When 
asked whether this tax would mean lower rates, the tax 
chief said that, yes, taxes would be lower for the modern 
sector. Taxes paid by the structured modern sector, 
which is overburdened under the current system, would 
decrease from 29 percent to 18 percent. 
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VAT on water and electricity is not an innovation. For 
SBEE [Benin Water and Electricity Company] cus- 
tomers, only rate 2 is exempt. All higher rates are taxed. 


Experts on the matter informed the High Councilors that 
Benin was the only CEAO [West African Economic 
Community] member country to have kept an archaic 
tax system. 


Can this be considered a simplified tax? Yes, since it 
combines several taxes at a single rate (18 percent). 


Business and industry, which already accept certain 
mechanisms, have been placed in a position to favor the 
reform. This tax, to be called the VAT, is based on an 
economic environment that excludes the informal 
sector, 1.e., the unstructured sector that does not keep 
accounts of any kind. 


One of the High Councilors’ concerns was whether the 
VAT would mean a surge in prices. It was agreed during 
the discussions that the minister of commerce would 
strengthen the control mechanisms in order to avoid 
such a surge. [passage omitted] 


Ghana 


Central Bank Introduces New Cedi Denominations 


AB1305212291 Accra Ghana Broadcasting Corporation 
Radio Network in English 1300 GMT 13 May 91 


[Text] The Bank of Ghana today introduced into the 
banking system throughout the country three denomina- 
tions of cedi coins worth about 500 million cedis. These 
are the 10-, 20-, and 50-cedi coins, which will circulate 
alongside the existing notes and coins. 


The 10- and 20-cedi coins are nickel-plated, while the 
50-cedi coin is made up of cupronickel. The head of 
domestic operations of the Bank of Ghana, Mr. E.A. 
Sackey, told the GBC [Ghana Broadcasting Corporation] 
in Accra today that the Central Bank has so far received 
1.5 billion cedis of the new coins out of a total order of 
2 billion cedis. He said the rationale for the introduction 
of the coin is to gradually withdraw the lower denomi- 
nations of notes in the system and to facilitate change. 


Towards the end of last year, the Central Bank started a 
campaign among market women, in particualar, on ways 
of keeping cedi notes clean. During the survey of banking 
halls in the city this morning, crowds, mostly made up of 
schoolchildren, could be seen changing the new coins. 


Bar Urges PNDC To Give Up Power by 1 Jul 


AB1505094091 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 14 May 91 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] There has been a calm response so far among 
Ghanaian opposition groups to the news last Friday, [10 
May] that the PNDC [Provisional National Defense 
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Council] government accepted the need for a multiparty 
system in the country. The news was tempered by the 
government, who said that the ban on political parties 
was to remain until a consultative assembly drew up a 
new constitution. This consultative assembly, they said, 
is to be based on current institutions such as the district 
assemblies. The Ghana Bar Association, the GBA, has 
been one of the bodies within Ghana that has been 
calling for a multiparty system. Now, the GBA has issued 
its response to the government’s announcement as Ben 
Ephson reports in this telex from Accra: 


[Begin studio announcer recording] The GBA statement 
said that the drafting and promulgation of a constitution of 
Ghana should be the responsibility of a constituent 
assembly, and not a consultative committee as the current 
government announced on Friday. The lawyers called on 
the administration to immediately remove the ban on all 
political activities, because, as they claimed, members of 
the PNDC itself and other related bodies like the revolu- 
tionary organs, cadres of the revolution, and the 3lst 
December Women’s Movement, were openly engaging in 
political campaigns under the guise of duty tours and 
seminars. The Bar Association statement said that it 1s 
aware of the fact that the PNDC had [been] instructed that 
the views of some groups and individuals should never be 
reported in the media, and it, therefore, called on the 
government to remove such restrictions straightaway. 


The GBA also asked the government to repeal laws like 
PNDC Law 4, 78, 91, 211, and 221, which the association 
says hinders the human rights of the people of Ghana. The 
lawyers also called on the government to abolish the 
National Commission for Democracy [NCD] and to set 
up, instead, an independent electoral commission imme- 
diately to organize and oversee the transition to democ- 
racy. They also called for an unconditional amnesty for all 
political exiles and for those convicted of political 
offenses. 


In conclusion, the Bar Association statement said, and I 
quote, in order to ensure a smooth and peaceful transi- 
tion to constitutional rule in Ghana, the PNDC should 
hand over the administration of the government by | 
July 1991 to a neutral interim administration, whose 
duty it will be to usher in the Fourth Republic by | July 
next year. [end recording] 


* Bar Cites Constitutional Program ‘Omissions’ 


YIAF1016D Accra PEOPLE'S DAILY GRAPHIC 
in English 1 Mar 91 p 3 


{Article: “GBA Welcomes PNDC’s Commitment to 
Constitutional Rule’—first paragraph is PEOPLE'S 
DAILY GRAPHIC introduction] 


[Text] The Ghana Bar Association (GBA) has said that it 
welcomes the commitment of the PNDC [Provisional 
National Defense Council] to restoration of constitu- 
tional rule for the country. 
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It said the commitment represented what the association 
has been calling for. 


A statement issued by the GBA dated February 23, but 
presented to the press on February 27 on the programme 
for a return to civilian rule suggested that since there is a 
general concensus on the need to restore the country to 
constitutional government, the process of transition set out 
by the PNDC Chairman in his New Year address should 
be carefully examined to ensure that the transition is 
effected peacefully, responsibly and in a manner that 
clearly satisfies the aspirations of the broad masses of the 
people. 


It said a careful examination of the Chairman’s state- 
ment revealed certain crucial omissions in the pro- 
gramme as currently defined for the restoration of con- 
stitutional rule and pointed out that those omissions 
should be rapidly remedied if the goal of peaceful 
transition is to be met. 


“The most glaring omission,” according to the GBA, 
“relates to the absence of a clear timetable for the return 
to constitutional government.” 


It therefore, called on the government “to give flesh to its 
intentions as expressed in the New Year statement by 
defining for the country a clear timetable for the return 
to the constitutional government which will culminate in 
the holding of free and fair elections.” 


The GBA said another omission is the absence of any 
criteria for the selection of the “broad-based national 
consultative committee” which will be established to 
deliberate on the future constitution for the country. 


The third omission from the current programme ts the 
absence of any reference to the manner 1n which the new 
constitution would be promulgated while the fourth 
crucial omission is the absence of any reference to the 
vital necessity of reconstituting the electoral body that 
would supervise the process for the return to constitu- 
tional government. 


The GBA noted with approval the decision of govern- 
ment to institute a process of review of the existing laws 
for the purpose of bringing them into conformity with 
the requirements of the Fundamental Human Rights 
that the new constitution will embody. 


The association, therefore suggested that all those cur- 
rent laws which permit the detention of a Ghanaian 
citizen without trial, which restrict the freedom of 
expression, which hamper the freedom of assembly and 
association, and also of religious belief will have to be 
repealed if the democratic future which the majority of 
the people seek 1s to be realised. 


Associating itself with the PNDC Chairman’s desire of 
achieving a spirit of reconciliation and national unity at 
this stage of national development, the GBA appealed to 
the government as a matter of urgency to release all 
persons in detention without trial and all persons con- 
victed of political offences and to declare a general 
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amnesty for all Ghanaians in exile to enable them to 
participate fully in the exercise of returning the country 
to constitutional rule. 


* Agricultural Policy To Promote Rice Growing 


91AF1016B Accra PEOPLE'S DAILY GRAPHIC 
in English 25 Feb 91 pp 8-9 


[Article: “Ministry To Ensure Increased Crop Output”— 
first paragraph is PEOPLE’S DAILY GRAPHIC intro- 
duction] 


[Text] The Ministry of Agriculture has announced a 
number of changes in its policies to ensure maximum 
crop production with special emphasis on the cultivation 
of rice for which a target of 100,000 tonnes has been set 
for the year. 


Prominent among these is the scrapping of the proposed 
Kamba Irrigation Project in the Upper West Region. 


Mr. Ibrahim Adam, Deputy Secretary for Agriculture 
(crops) disclosed this at Tamale on Friday when Agriculture 
machinery and chemicals worth 200 million cedi were 
handed over to the Nasia Rice Company by the Japanese 
Ambassador, Mr. Minoro Lida, on behalf of his country. 


Mr. Adam said “the dam project is not economically 
feasible.” He said small-scale irrigation schemes would 
instead be put in place at the Kamba valley and other 
parts of the country to cater for the needs of rice farmers. 


Existing dams and dug-outs would also be rehabilitated 
to complement the activities of small-scale irrigation 
projects. 


Mr. Adam said “moisture and water management will be 
incorporated in future rice projection packages since 
moisture and water conservation remain one of the 
major problems facing rice cultivation especially in 
Northern Ghana” where surface water is readily lost 
through evaporation and other factors. 


He appealed to the banks and financial institutions not 
to turn deaf ears to the call of rice farmers for inclusion 
of water management in their loan packages. 


On marketing, Mr. Adam announced that his ministry 
has endorsed the privatisation of input marketing. The 
ministry would no longer be directly involved in it since 
extension officers place too much emphasis on input 
distribution to the detriment of other activities —GNA 


* Shipping System To Change From CIF to FOB 


91AF1016C Accra PEOPLE'S DAILY GRAPHIC 
in English 28 Feb 91 p 1 


[Article by Siisi Quainoo—first paragraph is PEOPLE'S 
DAILY GRAPHIC introduction] 


[Text] The Ghana Shippers’ Council, Ministry of Trans- 
port and Communications and the Bank of Ghana 


FBIS-AFR-91-094 
15 May 1991 


(BOG) are working to change the shipment terms from 
Cost Insurance Freight (CIF) to Free On Board (FOB) 
basis this year. 


The change is meant to facilitate the council’s cargo- 
sharing system and expand the cargo control net for the 
benefit of the country. 


Mr. M. T. Addico, Chief Executive of the Shippers’ 
Council, who disclosed this to the Graphic, said the 
BOG is expected to come out with the relevant directives 
to the commercial banks in the country to effect the 
necessary change. 


He explained that the change which is overdue would 
cover imports on collection basis. 


Mr. Addico pointed out that even though some shippers 
are not in favour of the change, it would be introduced so 
as to enable the country to reap her full benefits. 


He said at the end of last year, registered shippers 
numbered 1,800 while those yet to register were being 
identified. 


In order to give an up-to-date information on all freights, 
mostly imports, Mr. Addico said the company has com- 
puterised data on all the shippers. 


He said the council would operate the Advanced Cargo 
Information system and complete the total computerisa- 
tion of its operational and financial systems this year. 


In order to improve upon services rendered to shippers, 
the chief executive said arrangements have been com- 
pleted for the establishment of a specialised shipper 
service department to focus on problems of shippers, 
particularly at the two ports of Tema and Takoradi. 


The council, he said, recorded excess income over expen- 
diture of 572.4 million cedi with a foreign component of 
1.59 million dollars. 


On investment, Mr. Addico said the council has 30 
million cedi in investment account deposit and 400,000 
dollars in foreign investment. 


Maritime trade statistics recorded by the council for last 
year indicate an increased volume of seaborne trade 
amounting to 5.0 million metric tonnes. 


Guinea-Bissau 


Ex-PAIGC Official Creates Opposition Party 


AB1305162191 Paris AFP in French 1649 GMT 
Y May 91 


[Text] Bissau, 9 May (AFP)}—Yesterday, Mr. Rafael 
Barbosa, the first chairman during the 1960's of the 
African Party for the Independence of Guinea-Bissau 
and Cape Verde (PAIGC—sole ruling party since 1973), 
announced in Bissau the creation of an opposition party, 
the Social Democratic Front [FDS]. 
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Yesterday, the People’s National Assembly adopted a 
law on political parties. The law indicated that no 
political party is allowed to stage marches until it is 
validated by the Supreme Court. 


The FDS is a “social democratic” party and intends to 
fight against “the dictatorship” imposed upon the people 
by the current system. The new party is jointly led by Mr. 
Saude Maria, former prime minister and mayor of Bissau. 


Mr. Rafael Barbosa, born in Bissau on 17 April 1927, 
was expelled from the PAIGC at the beginning of the 
1970s, then tried and sentenced to death by Luis Cabral 
[first president after independence] for collaboration 
with the colonial police. 


Liberia 


ECOMOG Chief on Press Charges on German Ship 


AB1405180291 London BBC World Service in English 
1705 GMT 13 May 91 


[Text] The ECOMOG [Economic Community of West 
African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] moni- 
toring force is busy trying to intercept any ships that are 
transporting cargoes of commodities from rebel-held 
areas in Liberia. But it is not proving to be a trouble-free 
exercise with the Nigerian ECOMOG chief, Rufus 
Kupolati. Last week, allegations of smuggling were lev- 
eled at him by the press after ECOMOG intercepted a 
German ship from the rebel-held Port Buchanan, and 
now General Kupolati has reacted angrily to the press 
allegations, as Scott Stern reports from Monrovia. 


{Begin Stern Recording] The trouble began last Monday 
when the German registered vessel, the Renate G, was 
escorted to Monrovia by the Nigerian naval task force. 
The ship was heavily guarded by ECOMOG soldiers and 
Port Authority security were not allowed on board 
before it departed the following morning. Throughout 
the week, rumors of armed smuggling spread until Fri- 
day’s INQUIRER newspaper quoted unnamed sources 
as alleging Kupolati was in league with a Nigerian gun 
runner known only as Yoruba. 


In his office at ECOMOG headquarters, Kupolati was 
clearly angered by the charges and said the boat was 
seized by the navy because it suspiciously changed its 
course upon encountering the [?Potela]. When 
ECOMOG inspectors discovered 100 tons of wheat, 500 
tons of corn, and 3,000 bags of soya beans on board but 
no guns, the Polish crew was then allowed to depart with 
the cargo bound for Gabon. Kupolati would not specu- 
late why food was leaving Buchanan when civilians 
behind Taylor lines are in need of supplies, but added 
that he was confident it did not transport guns to the 
port, following earlier calls in Banjul and Freetown. 


In a separate interview, the new Nigerian ambassador to 
Liberia, Ayirinde Ajakaiy, said name calling and insinua- 
tion will not help the peace process, and while he under- 
siands journalists are hungry for news in the burgeoning 


WEST AFRICA 29 


market of nearly a dozen Monrovia papers, he cautioned 
the press to more thoroughly investigate inflammatory 
stories. ECOMOG was not sent here to lay siege on the 
ports of the country, Ajakaiye said, it is here within the 
context of the ECOWAS peace plan—the banning of the 
shipment of arms. These mischievous fabrications are 
uncalled for, he added. The sort of person we can send here 
as an ECOMOG field commander must be somebody we 
feel has some integrity. [end recording] 


Niger 


Saibou Retires 21 Officers, Envoy to U.S. 


AB130519329! Dakar PANA in English 1746 GMT 
13 May 91 


[Text] Niamey, 13 May (ANP/PANA)}—President Ali 
Saibou on Monday signed a decree retiring 21 senior 
officers of the National Armed Forces of Niger, an 
official source disclosed in Niamey. The source said 
several among the retired officers occupied important 
positions in the politico-administrative machinery of the 
state before their retirement. 


They included Colonels Beidari Mamadou, Moumouni 
Djermakoye Adamou and Bagnou Beido, Niger ambas- 
sador to Washington and the United Nations and inspec- 
tor-general of the Armed Forces. 


The measure also affected Lt-Col. Oumarou Coulibaly, 
former deputy chief of General Staff of the Niger Army. 


Nigeria 


Foreign Minister Reaffirms RSA Sanctions Stand 


AB1405182391 Paris AFP in French 1937 GMT 
12 May 91 


[Text] Lagos, 12 May (AFP) —Nigeria remains com- 
mitted to the principle of sanctions against South Africa, 
but will be ready for any initiative to lift them as soon as 
Pretoria does away with all apartheid laws, Nigerian 
Foreign Minister Ike Nwachukwu said in Lagos on 12 
May. 


“Our position on sanctions 1s based on the principle that 
Nigeria can, under no circumstances, support any mea- 
sure likely to bring South Africa to the forefront, whether 
in trade or international relations,” Mr. Nwachukwu 
said on his return from Lusaka where he represented 
Nigeria at the summit of Frontline States. 


Moreover, Mr. Nwachukwu condemned violence 
between blacks in South Africa, calling it a “painful 
issue” and an “absolute departure from decency. [no 
closing quotation marks as received] He announced that 
the Organization of African Unity (OAU) will carry out 
consultations on this issue with the various movements 
concerned (African National Congress, Inkhata, and 
Pan-Africanist Congress). 
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Sierra Leone 


Government, Guinean Forces Repulse Rebel Attacks 


AB1405212691 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
2000 GMT 14 May 91 


[Text] A combined contingent of Sierra Leone and 
Guinean forces have repulsed another attack by rebels of 
the National Patriotic Front of Liberia, NPFL, on Daru 
in the Kagahun District on Sunday [12 May], a defense 
spokesman said in Freetown today. Hundreds of rebels 
were killed in the attack with no casualties suffered by 
the combined forces. In another attack in Joru in the 
Kahun District, many rebels were also killed, while 
others fled. 


Meanwhile, rebel threats were made over the weekend on 
villages around the Tongo area including Waima, Gborbu, 
and Sembehun as well as Panguma town, but these have 
been countered by the sending of reinforcements. 


In another development, civil defense units have now 
been established in many towns with volunteers 
receiving tactical training to combat possible rebel 
attacks. 


In connection with news from the areas of conflict, the 
minister of defense is to resume press briefing on 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday afternoons. 


New Nigerian Envoy Cites Concern Over Events 


AB1205182891 Freetown SLBS Radio in English 
2000 GMT 10 May 91 


[Summary] Nigeria’s newly accredited high commis- 
sioner to Sierra Leone, Mr. Mohammed Chadi Abubakar 
{rpt Mohammed Chadi Abubakar], has reaffirmed his 
country’s strict adherence to the principle of respect for 
the territorial integrity of all nations as well as the 
noninterference in the internal affairs of any country. 
Mr. Abubakar, who was presenting his credentials to 
President Momoh yesterday, said such a policy state- 
ment explains Nigeria’s deep concern over current 
events taking place in Sierra Leone and affirmed the 
Federal Government's commitment to combat this 
menace to restore peace and stability both in Sierra 
Leone and the West African subregion as a whole. 


Togo 
Eyadema Reshuffles Cabinet, Leaves Defense Post 


14 May 91 


[Text] Lome, 14 May (AFP)}—President Gnassingbe 
Eyadema today abandoned the post of defense minister 
in a government reshuffle, the television announced in 
Lome. General Eyadema transferred these duties to 
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Mawulikplimi Ameyi, minister of interior and security 
in the previous government. The president had been 
defense minister since he took power in 1967. 


The interior and security portfolio was given to Yao 
Komlavi, who was until then minister of environment 
and tourism. He was replaced by Ynoussa Bouraima, 
who has now entered the government. 


Furthermore, Tchaa-Kozah Tchalim, minister of educa- 
tion and scientific research, was replaced by Yao 
Amelavi Amela. Finally, Koffi Djondo, minister of 
industry and parastatals, has also left the government 
and his ministry “was provisionally attached to the 
Ministry of Commerce and Transport.” 


Presents New Cabinet 
AB1505092691 Lome Voix de la Nouvelle Marche 
Network in French 0615 GMT 15 May 91 


[Text] The president has signed a decree on the compo- 
sition of the government: 


Article 1. With effect from today, the Togolese Govern- 
ment is composed as follows: 


President of the Republic General Gnassingbe Eyadema 


Ministers of: 


Barry Moussa Barque 
Gbenyon Amegboh 
Koffi Edoh 


Plan and Mines 


Delegate at the Presidency 


Technical Education and 
Professional Training 


Justice and Keeper of the Seals Bitikotipou Yagninim 


National Defense General Yao Mawulikplimi 


Amey! 
Rural Development Koudjolou Dogoh 
Public Health Aissa Agbetrah 
Information Kwaov: Beny: Johnson 
Economy and Finance Kom'a Alipui 
Foreign Affairs and Cooperation Yaovi adodo 


Social Affairs and Women’s Status Ahlonkoba Aithnard 


Intenor and Security Yao Komlavi 


Youth, Sports, and Culture Messan Agbeyome Kodjo 


Komlanvi Klousseh 
Dahuku Pere 


Commerce and Transport 


Civil Service and Labor 


Equipment, Posts, and Telecommu- Souleymane Gado 


nications 


National Education and Scientific Yao Amelavi Amela 


Research 


Environment and Tourism Inoussa Bouraima 


Article 2. The Ministry of Industry and State Enterprises 
is temporarily attached to the Ministry of Commerce 
and Transport. 
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